
Abstract in English 

 
This thesis is concerned with the theme of identity in Salman Rushdie’s novel The Satanic 

Verses, namely with the metamorphoses of identity in relation to space. The issue of space 

and identity comprises both the analysis of the concrete locations and their impact on human 

beings, but also broader topics such as the mass migration in the second half of the 20th 

century. The novel is (in)famous mainly for the charge of blasphemy that was brought against 

it, and for the international controversy that followed its publication, but this thesis tries to 

read the novel as a literary work of art, as a manifestation of free authorial imagination which 

nevertheless addresses many issues of great social and political relevance. The first chapter 

defines the scope of the thesis, its methods and main theoretical sources; the second begins 

the actual discussion of identity: how are identities presented at the beginning of the novel. 

This chapter also briefly introduces some theoretical attitudes to identity.  The relation of 

identity to space is the topic of the third chapter. Salman Rushdie’s writing in general is 

characterized by the author’s deep interest in the transformations of human identity under the 

influence of migration, and in The Satanic Verses, this theme becomes both the formal and the 

thematic axis of the novel. Migration is closely connected with issues such as border-crossing 

and diaspora, and these are also discussed in the third chapter. The individual locations of the 

novel (cities, the air, sacred places, etc.) are the subject matter of the fourth chapter, while the 

fifth explores the link between identity and movements across different places, be it a 

pilgrimage or a homecoming. The final conclusion compares the way identities are presented 

at the beginning and their shape at the end of the novel. It also attempts at articulating some 

solutions the novel provides for living under “the postmodern condition”. Gibreel and 

Saladin, two main characters of the novel, their different characteristics and remarkable 

fortunes provide an opportunity for reflections on the limits of free will, on the construction of 

identity, and on the complex cultural intersections at the end of the 20th century. 

 


