
In the thesis for my upcoming bachelor's paper I aim to analyze the topic of religion in 
Joseph Boyden's novel Three Day Road (2005). More specifically, I aim to defend the hypothesis 
that within the spectrum of religious dialogue present within the novel, there is an overwhelming 
undertone of neo-pagan ideals. These ideals are presented as being positive, in the sense that they 
are life-supporting, rather than life-hindering.

The main contention that I will draw will deal with the aspect of taboo, and how it is 
adressed throughout the novel. Contrary to Sigmund Freud's ideas (Freud's book Totem and Taboo 
will serve as the basis for my arguments) of taboo being a life-hindering, neurotic framework of 
belief, the views expressed by the two main narrators of the novel are in favor of taboo, and the 
narration itself draws a tragic end for the character  who consistently defies these taboos. There is a 
moral aspect to the story expressed within the relationship of the two main characters, Xavier Bird 
and Elijah Whiskeyjack, and is based on this very adherence, or lack thereof, to taboos. The main 
taboo consistently appears to be that of cannibalism associated with the infamous Algonquin 
mythological figure of the windigo, which is the most frequent metaphor used within the narrtaive 
and is the most productive for purposes of this paper. 

This negation of Freud's view seeing taboo as being something non-productive will serve as 
the basic premise on which the novel's neo-pagan value system will be demonstrated. The setting of 
the novel is split between the Christian (thoroughly hypocritical and life-threatening) world and the 
aboriginal world of old, portrayed as being life-supporting. This will be the first of many neo-pagan 
ideals expressed within the novel. David Zbíral's essay “New Age a novopohanství,“ will supply the 
basic typology with which to establish what neo-paganism is. Other points will deal with the 
treatment of nature, or treatment of the archetypal mother figure, where, yet again,  neo-pagan 
ideals are portrayed as being supperior to those of mainstream Christianity. 

I will be sure to address the basic structure of the novel. The views expressed by the two 
aboriginal narrators and their value judgements on the unfolding events will be kept strictly apart 
from the basic fabula, which, however, will show judgement based on the very same values 
expressed by the characters by means of reward/punishment. It is productive to analyse the novel in 
this way, as it works on the basis of dialectical opposites contending, wherein some are proven to be 
'good' (life-giving), while others 'bad' (life-negating). The tradition of Christianity is consistently 
portrayed as being hypocritical and irrational, while the animistic religion of the Algonquin people 
is portrayed as being morally superior. This relationship only furthers the main thesis which states 
that neo-paganist ideals are omnipresent within the narrative, and, furthermore, portrayed as being 
positive.


