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Abstract 

 This thesis takes a look at the reasons for the emigration of Czechs from Bohemia to 

the United States and how this emigration began in earnest after the European 

revolutionary year of 1848. It also takes a look at the related steps and procedures 

emigrants took to make this journey possible. A primary focus of this report will be the 

Czech immigrants that settled in Minnesota; however, the initial part of this work applies 

generally to Czech immigration to America.  

 The first part of the thesis examines some of the political and social circumstances 

in Bohemia (as well as in much of Europe generally) that were responsible for the waves of 

immigration that took place in the second half of the 19th century. The thesis takes a look at 

how the people learned about America and about the possibilities of traveling there. The 

thesis also examines how the journey was made from Bohemia to one of the German ports 

of embarkation, as well as the difficulties and risks awaiting emigrants in such cities. 

Finally, this section explains the tremendous impact the new changes in sea travel – from 

sail to steam – had on the rapid rise in the numbers of immigrants coming into the United 

States. 

 In the following section, the thesis considers some of the general difficulties faced by 

all new immigrants once they had landed on American soil. The problems faced when 

arriving in New York at mid-century at Castle Garden or by the end of the century at Ellis 

Island are outlined as well as the problems that had to be anticipated at all ports with 

respect to moneychangers and false travel agents. After arrival in a port (most commonly 

New York), the thesis sketches out the patterns in which the new immigrants started to 

seek their fortune – working in cities, breaking land, establishing a farm and colonizing 

new areas in the expanding western frontier of the country.  

 Having taken a more general look at the whys and hows of emigration and 

immigration, the thesis will focus on a brief history of the Czech settlements in Minnesota 

and the first Minnesota settlers. The first Czech farmers that arrived in the state at the site 

of the future New Prague in the 1850s had to face enormous difficulties in starting to farm 

as much of Minnesota was covered with forest.  
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 After their first tough years and the establishment of a group of primary 

settlements, more and more people from Bohemia started to head towards this state. This 

process is sometimes referred to as chain immigration because the second wave 

immigrants was often made up of relatives or friends of the first settlers and their 

motivation to make the journey was often supported by information and messages they 

had received from America. The section about the settlement of Minnesota includes a list 

of all of the Czech villages and settlements established there. In addition to some basic 

demographic facts, the thesis looks at what the first 30 – 50 years of the settlement life 

were like – socially, economically and with respect to Czech language-based institutions 

such as the church, schools and theater. The end of this section gives a rough overview of 

what the community looked like in the years preceding World War I. 

 The last part of this thesis includes some comments on the most important 

information sources of research material used to put this thesis study together. The 

important factors which are looked at in these comments are  both the relevance of the 

research material to the study of the general problems and factors associated with Czech 

immigration into the United States and secondly, the relevance to the material to a study of 

the Czech pioneering communities in Minnesota. This last part of the thesis also includes 

some proposals for the direction that further research on the topic could take and mention 

of possible avenues and ways in which such further research could be carried out.  
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Abstrakt 

 Tato práce si klade za cíl objasnit důvody českého vystěhovalectví do Spojených 

států a s tím související způsoby majoritního rozvoje emigrace po roce 1848. V textu jsou 

taktéž zohledněny kroky a procesy, které byly nutné k uskutečnění cesty za oceán. Hlavním 

předmětem této práce jsou čeští vystěhovalci, kteří se usadili v Minnesotě, nicméně úvodní 

část se zabývá problematikou, která je společná pro české vystěhovalectví do Ameriky 

obecně a zároveň kritickým zhodnocením použitých zdrojů. 

 První část této práce zmiňuje konkrétní politické a společenské okolnosti, které stojí 

za vzestupem vystěhovalectví z Čech (obdobně jako z většiny evropských zemí) probíhající 

v druhé polovině 19. století. Dále ozřejmuje způsoby, jakými se lidé dozvídali o životě v 

Americe a také o tom, jak by se tam mohli dostat. První část poté nastiňuje cestu z Čech do 

německých přístavů a stejně tak i nebezpečí, které vystěhovalce v těchto místech očekávalo.   

 Kapitola Emigration after 1848 vysvětluje jak obrovský vliv měl technický pokrok v 

lodní dopravě (přechod k parnímu pohonu od plachetnic) na prudký vzestup přistěhovalců 

přicházejících do Spojených států. Tato kapitola se dále zaměřuje na obecné těžkosti, 

kterým museli čelit všichni noví přistěhovalci, jakmile se ocitli na americké pevnině. Jsou 

zde nastíněny komplikace, kterým byli vystavováni v polovině století v zařízení Castle 

Garden či na konci století na Ellisově ostrově. V kapitole jsou dále uvedeny vzorce, podle 

kterých se přistěhovalci pokoušeli uspět v novém světě poté, co se dostali do přístavu (což 

byl ve většině případů New York) – práce ve městech, obdělávání země, zakládání farem a 

osidlování nových oblastí a posouvání západní hranice země. 

 Kapitola Minnesota předkládá stručnou historii českého osídlení v Minnesotě a 

uvádí české osadníky, kteří byli průkopníky osidlování v tomto státě. První čeští farmáři, 

kteří přijeli na místo, kde bylo později založeno město New Prague, zápolili s mnohými 

nepříjemnostmi při zakládání farem zejména z toho důvodu, že značná část Minnesoty byla 

pokryta lesy. Poté, co byly překonány nástrahy prvních těžkých let a podařilo se založit 

první české osady, počet vystěhovalců z Čech do tohoto státu začal rapidně narůstat. Tento 

jev bývá nazýván řetězovou migrací, protože druhá vlna přistěhovalců se skládala z 

příbuzných a přátel původních osadníků. Jejich zájem o vystěhování býval často podpořen 

zprávami, které obdrželi z Ameriky. Kapitola Minnesota obsahuje seznam všech českých 
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vesnic, osad a čtvrtí, které tam byly založeny. Kromě základních demografických údajů se 

práce zabývá tím, jak vypadalo první půlstoletí Čechů v Minnesotě z hlediska 

společenského, ekonomického, a také důrazem na instituce používající český jazyk 

(zejména církev, školy a divadlo). Závěr první části popisuje, jak přibližně vypadala tato 

komunita v letech, které předcházely první světové válce. 

 Druhá část obsahuje komentáře k nejdůležitějším zdrojům informací, které byly 

použity v tomto textu. Na jedné straně se tato kritická bibliografie zabývá relevancí 

zkoumaných materiálů ke studiu obecné problematiky českého vystěhovalectví do 

Spojených států. Na straně druhé zkoumá relevanci jednotlivých materiálů pro studium 

původních českých přistěhovalců do Minnesoty.  

 V závěru práce jsou uvedeny návrhy, jakým směrem by se další potenciální výzkum 

mohl ubírat a zároveň pojmenovává způsoby a nástroje, které by pro tento výzkum mohly 

být použity. 
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Introduction 

 The second half of the 19th century witnessed an enormous influx of immigrants into 

the United States. It was a period that notably shaped the future society of the country – 

especially in terms of the settlement of the non-coastal states. As it drew to a close, the end 

of the 19th century witnessed what in America is widely referred to as the ‘closing of the 

frontier’.  

 It was during this period that the development of cities proceeded at an 

unprecedented (and accelerating) pace; the expansion westward was in full throttle and 

the non-coastal states that would become known as the ‘breadbasket of America’, largely 

the Midwestern  states of the Great Plains and northward, were settled and agricultural 

production started.  

 The 19th century was an era that saw the real beginning of industrialization and 

centralized production and this was particularly true as the process of change to become a 

major manufacturing economy accelerated over the last half of the century. Once the 

railroad to Chicago had been completed, [the first railroad connecting Buffalo, New York 

and Chicago was opened in 1853] it became ever easier for people to move inland from the 

East Coast and settle the virgin lands to the west.1 

 The contribution of immigrants to this progress taking place in 19th century America 

was immense. There are a number of reasons for focusing on the topic of Czech 

immigration to the United States and how they succeeded in establishing their first 

settlements. 

 In the 1880s, during the so-called second wave of immigration, it has been 

estimated that there were 85,361 ethnic Czechs living in America (in the year 1900 the 

overall number has been estimated at 156,891).2 The distribution of Czechs in America by 

individual state, according to the 1900 census, shows the largest population to have been 

in Illinois (especially because of the large community of Czechs living in Chicago – 

38,570). The second largest Czech community at that time was in New York with 16,347 

                                                   
1 George B. Tindall and David E. Shi, Dějiny Spojených států amerických (Praha: Nakladatelství Lidové noviny, 1994) 222-223, 

2 Tomáš Čapek, Památky českých imigrantů: Příspěvek k dějinám česko-amerického vystěhovalectví (Omaha: Národní tiskárna, 
1907) 13. 



 

Page 10 of 47 

 

people. The fact that most Czechs arrived in the United States through New York City is 

part of the reason for this. The next state with a sizable number of Czech residents was 

Ohio with 15,131. Another state with a constantly notable Czech population is Texas – in 

1900 it had 9,204 Czech residents.3 

 There were also a surprisingly large number of the Czechs living in four additional 

Midwestern states – Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota and Wisconsin – with a total of over 

52,000 people. These four states can be grouped together as the majority of the people who 

ended up living there followed a similar pattern with respect to how they traveled there, as 

well as their struggles with cultivating the soil. The majority of immigrants seeking their 

fortune in these states were farmers and they wanted to farm in America. As for the history 

of these settlements, there is significantly less information available to give us an overall 

view. There is much more information available about Czech settlements in more 

populated areas – especially in big cities such as New York and Chicago.  

 Another interesting differentiator between rural-based immigrant communities and 

those in cities – such as the rural settlements in the four above-mentioned states – is that 

rural communities tended to preserve their ethnic traditions and national identities far 

longer than similar ethnic communities in cities. Generally, the pressure to assimilate into 

the larger cultural patterns of the country was notably smaller in the countryside than in 

cities. The fact that these places were out of the spotlight in many past studies of Czech 

immigration patterns also adds to their interest. Clearly, at least in plain numbers of 

people, they are an equally important part of a study of Czech immigration history and 

thus an initial motivation for this work. 

 There is also another very powerful driver for my interest in the topic of this study – 

which goes back to my childhood. While living in the Czech Republic, my family would be 

visited by more-or-less distant relatives from America who were coming back to see where 

their forebears had come from.  

 My grandfather's relatives, who had immigrated to the United States, had settled in 

Minnesota (as well as many other families from the area where I am from – South 

Bohemia in the area of Třeboň) – thus, my particular interest in Minnesota. A possible 

future research project might involve exploring the possibility of access to primary 

                                                   
3 Tomáš Čapek, Památky českých imigrantů 14-15. 
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resources from relatives of those families that had emigrated from Bohemia in the 1910s or 

earlier. 

 Another driver of my interest in America’s history of immigration was the year I 

spent living in the United States during my last year of high school. Having experienced 

how different nationalities coexist together and how the national spirit of various nations is 

preserved, I became more interested in the Czech communities in United States 

(unfortunately, I haven't personally visited any). Amongst other motivations for focusing 

on immigration is that it is difficult to fit it in to the curriculum of the Bachelor level of 

English and American studies among the dense mandatory subjects.  

 This work is divided into two main parts: the first looks at the immigrants' journey 

to America and some of the different ports the immigrants landed at, as well as the origins 

of Czech settlement in Minnesota; the second part includes comments on the main 

information resources used to both study general aspects of Czech emigration to the 

United States and those that can provide information on the history of the Minnesota 

settlements. Certain sections of the first part discuss things that were common to all Czech 

immigrants into the United States in the latter part of the 19th century. In particular, this 

would include the journey from home to the American port of arrival. These sections can 

therefore also serve as an introduction to general Czech immigration in the given period. 

The information resources used for this work were those that are available in the Czech 

Republic (the majority of which were available in the National Library of the Czech 

Republic), either in Czech or English language. 
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Part I 

Leaving Bohemia & Arriving in America 

Czechs and America in the Early Days 

 The interest of Czechs in the American continent goes all the way back to the 15th 

century. As the early Portuguese explorers ventured towards the west, several Czech 

cartographers, cosmographers and scientists were part of their expeditions. The first 

treatise about the new world was written and released in 1506 by the book printer Mikuláš 

Štětina.4 Historically, the first person from Bohemia whose arrival on the (North) 

American soil was of note and recorded was Augustine Herman (Augustin Heřman). His 

arrival in the New World is believed to have taken place around 1633; and, it is known that 

his reasons for leaving the country (initially going to the Netherlands) was part of the 

aftermath of the Battle of the White Mountain. Herman is also known as the ‘first lord of 

Bohemia Manor’ as he had been given substantial estates as a reward for his much 

appreciated map of the Chesapeake Bay area and Maryland.5 

 For the following two centuries, Czech visits to America were not that numerous and 

there wasn’t any easy systematic way in which the Czechs could make a trip across the 

Atlantic Ocean. There were missionaries that went to both South America and North 

America and there were merchants traveling to promote Bohemian glass and jewelry 

products. There were also renowned Czech scientists visiting the Americas, such as Tadeáš 

Haenke (however, he was a member of a larger expedition which included people from 

other European countries). It wasn’t until the 19th century6 that any regular types of 

emigration-motivated journeys were really seen – and, much of this wasn’t seen until the 

latter part of the 19th century. Even at this time, traveling overseas was extremely difficult 

and far beyond the ability of most people. For those seeking a new life and new place to 

live, it was a much easier alternative to seek land and employment within the European 

continent (e.g. in the area of today's Poland or the Ukraine) when forced to emigrate due to 

a local lack of jobs and job opportunities.7 

                                                   
4 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II., Češi a Amerika (Praha: Karolinum, 1996) 9. 

5 Josef Polišenský , Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 12. 

6 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 16. 

7 Tomáš Čapek, Slavs in the United States Census 1850-1940: with special reference to Czechoslovaks (Chicago: Czechoslovak National Council of America, 1943) 3. 
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Emigration after 1848 

 The year 1848 marks the beginning of the first major period that this paper will look 

at with respect to Czechs’ moving to America. 1848 was a major revolutionary year in 

Europe. In the United States, the westward expansion of the country from the 1820s 

through the 1840s had now culminated in a successful war against Mexico and in 1848, the 

discovery of gold in California (the beginning of the great California Gold Rush). The US 

could now move beyond its earlier frontier areas with the opening of enormous new land 

areas for settlement. This led to new opportunities for more Europeans to come to America 

and make a living there.8  

 Another significant historical aspect of this point in time (mid 19th century) with 

respect to European emigration is that for the first time, there now starts to be reliable 

statistical documentation available on people leaving for America from Czech lands. In 

earlier decades, there was little that could be reliably looked at in terms of the impact of 

the factors of widespread poverty, starvation and unemployment driving emigration.9 

Thomas Čapek explains the Czechs' standing in the statistics as follows: “Prior to 1850 and 

1860, immigrants from Slavic countries were not yet numerous enough to entitle them to 

a separate column in the census; so the Director of the Census included them in the 

column of Other Countries, which in 1850 registered 37,870; and, in 1860 registered 

60,145 as foreign-born“.10 These factors also stood behind the mass wave of Europeans 

migrating to America. The best example here is the Great Famine in Ireland that drove 

approximately half of the population out of the country.  

 An important factor abetting the ability of masses of people to make their way 

across the Atlantic Ocean to America from Europe were the advancements being made in 

sea transportation – all of which suddenly made such journeys significantly more 

affordable. One of the first steps in making sea travel available to a vast part of the 

population was mercantile – boats transporting wood from America into Europe started to 

take passengers on the return journey, instead of just going back empty. Since these boats 

were designed to transport wood, it is understandable that they lacked many basic creature 

comforts and the nickname of a ‘floating coffin’ was quite fitting.11 In the 1850s, iron-

                                                   
8 George B. Tindall and David E. Shi 218. 

9 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 25. 

10 Tomáš Čapek, Slavs in the United States Census 1850-1940 3. 

11 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 26 
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hulled steamboats started to come into wider use and the length of the journeys to America 

became shorter (approximately 2 weeks). More people could be accommodated on each 

boat (with different classes of berths at different prices) and the general costs of such travel 

were able to be reduced a bit. 

 Another major driving force leading Europeans to try their luck in America were of a 

political nature – and here, the year 1848 is quite significant. Developments taking place in 

Bohemia after this revolutionary year, would appear to have been one of the major reasons 

why Czech citizens of the Austro-Hungarian Empire emigrated. The absolutist policies of 

the Austrian Interior Minister, Alexander Bach, were notable for their persecution of Czech 

intellectuals (such as Karel Havlíček Borovský) and there was an ongoing effort to 

centralize state control under the empire of the Emperor, Franz Joseph I. Many Czechs 

who were opposed to the policies of Vienna joined other armies in opposition. We have the 

records of an army officer, Eduard Preiss, who fought against the House of Habsburg. After 

defeat, he joined the army of Turkey and then of Egypt. What is of particular interest is 

that, after this officer had traveled and fought his way around the world (Cuba, Australia 

and California), he settled in Texas.12 The story of Eduard Preiss is a representative 

example of the forces of emigration that can be directly linked to the events of 1848 – the 

changing fates of people who left Czech lands for political and ideological reasons.  

 Among other reasons underlining the significance of the mid-19th century for the 

history of emigration are the reliable statistics that appeared for the first time, concerning 

those who overcame the previous difficulties related to large number of people living in 

remote areas and in poverty. The industrial revolution then taking place was one of the key 

enabling factors that led whole families to leave for America in the latter part of 19th 

century. As traditional farming gave way to mechanization – fewer people were needed on 

farms and people began gradually moving to towns, looking for a livelihood.13 Towns 

became increasingly crowded just as the small family farmstead continued to disappear. 

This need to find work and employment can be seen in the move of Czech textile workers 

to Poland and in their contribution to the development of this industry in what was then 

part of Russia – especially in the city of Lodz. A key factor to all of this was the fact that 

migration by land was both safer and more affordable than a journey across an ocean.14 It 

                                                   
12 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 24-25. 

13 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 25. 

14 Jos. Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky I., Obecné problémy dějin českého vystěhovalectví do Ameriky 1848-1914 (Praha: Karolinum, 1992) 20. 
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was certainly not just people from Bohemia, who chose the United States as their 

destination of hope for a better future. People from many other European nations crossed 

the Atlantic Ocean and (as people sought land for farming) they traveled westward. By the 

year 1860, more than half of the then population of the still young United States lived west 

of the Appalachian Mountains.15 

 The political changes that were taking place in Bohemia after the year 1848 

increased the interest of the Czechs in the looking at the possibility of living in America. 

We can look at several important reasons for this – the first of which relates to image. The 

United States was a source of inspiration for Czech intellectual circles in their concern for 

the unfavorable position of their nation within the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

Contemporary newspapers, published in the Czech language after the revolutionary year 

1848, contained an ongoing discussion of America as the model of what a federalized 

Austria-Hungary should look like.16 Besides looking for a place that would be more 

ideologically liberal, there was also a much more practical reason – America was a place 

that needed people, i.e. workers. The socioeconomic conditions were open to an influx of 

people from Europe. Land was very affordable and there was plenty of it in America 

(America had a frontier and wasn’t landlocked), workers were needed and therefore wages 

were relatively good.17 Additionally, with the rapid development of industrialization in 

America and the growth of cities, the population birthrate went down in the urban areas. 

This was yet another reason for the country to welcome the new people increasingly 

arriving from Europe.18 

 During the 19th century, the ability to communicate over long distances was both 

very limited and very slow. As a result, any little bits and pieces of information that found 

their way back to Europe from America could become very influential – and this was 

particularly true with respect to having an influence on those individuals contemplating a 

new future across the ’big pond’. None of this of course was unique to Czech immigrants; 

rather, it was the way in which an image of what a future life in America would be like was 

built up by people in Norway, Germany, Poland, Ireland and many other countries. When 

someone who had left for America would come back to Europe – most likely with the 

                                                   
15 George B. Tindall and David E. Shi 218. 

16 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky I. 24. 

17 George B. Tindall and David E. Shi 228. 

18 George B. Tindall and David E. Shi 228. 
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intention of bringing some of their relatives back with him or her to America, their 

influence on the people who were lucky enough to hear some of their pioneering stories 

was immediate and powerful.19 

 If an individual wasn’t lucky enough to have met a person who had emigrated and 

was on a visit back to the home country, there were other, although less interactive, 

options of getting information on life in America. There were letters sent back home, as 

were newspapers written by fellow Czechs residing overseas. The expanded use of letters 

sent by post as a means of communication for ordinary people can in part be tied to this 

era of mass emigration of Czechs to the United States. “The private letter, as a means of 

contact for common people, followed in the wake of emigration. Postal services were also 

of long standing, but they had not been designed to fill the need of these social groups for 

private communication.”20 In numerous cases the letter or even just a postcard was the 

only way in which an individual could inform their parents or close friends about how life 

was going on for them in their new world. Individuals could write about things they missed 

back home, whether they had been in touch with fellow Czechs (or possibly other Slavs) in 

their new home and how the arrangements for land and sea travel had worked out.21 

 The importance of letters mentioned above has to be seen as the alternative it 

became to the traditional idea of travel diaries and informational articles in newspapers 

usually written by the educated and elite.22 The picture of life in America that came across 

in personal correspondence from one ordinary person to another was both more 

informational and immediate and, for those in the home country, practical. Farmers or 

laborers leaving the Old Continent for the New World had no interest in, nor the requisite 

skills to give an erudite or literary description of their far away and exotic new home. The 

primary concern of emigrants from Czech and other lands was to establish a new life in a 

new world and this was a momentous, dangerous and challenging task. And when they 

reported back to family or friends, they would reflect on the differences between their old 

homeland and their new land. They would make comparisons and comment on differences 

in the level of difficulty in finding work and feeding one's family in Bohemia and 
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America.23 Because many of the emigrants were of a lower social class or from the 

countryside, we are not surprised when we find these letters contain little about broader 

political issues and instead mostly focused on immediate events that affected their lives 

and personal family matters. There is also very limited geographic information on what the 

New World looks like or how living there is arranged. Information of such kind can be 

gathered from the memoirs of Josef Raisler from 1892: 

“In the year 1863 I found work already in the spring. In the previous year, I 

was doing so well that I could send boat tickets to my parents. They arrived 

in the fall and I was very happy to fulfill my mother's wish for the family to 

be together again. My father met musicians who invited him to play with 

them and he made enough money by that.”24 

 To have access to this type of personal reflection on the benefits and disadvantages 

of a new life in America in the middle of the 19th century was of a great importance in the 

effect it could have on chain immigration. There was a general hope in Central Europe 

after the “hungry years” of revolution that the old would be swept away and that more 

democratic political systems would be established. As these hopes weren’t realized and the 

failure of these hopes became apparent, the resonant importance of the personal 

correspondence sent home by earlier emigrants is better understood.25  

 We can find a significant correlation between the volumes of letters and the gradual 

increase in emigration as witnessed evidenced by the growth of Czech communities 

overseas. As noted above, the whole process of emigration started with a few courageous 

individuals who were the first to make the journey to seek new opportunities in a new land. 

The increased number of letters sent home – sometimes with some financial support – to 

relatives still in Bohemia appears to have had a direct correlation with the increasing 

number of Czechs that immigrated to America. As there was better information and it was 

positive and encouraging, there were also some other changes that were taking place that 

helped make it easier for emigrants to leave the Czech Republic and to make the journey. 

 With respect to some of the important other factors that enabled a relatively large 

number of Czechs to emigrate, there were some that were both rather simple and 

pragmatic. First, there were two technological advancements that took place in the latter 
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half in the 19th century. The first one of these signs of progress was the completion of a rail 

link connecting Bohemia and Moravia with the two German ports that were major 

departure points for Czech emigrants – Bremen and Hamburg. The other was related to 

the new types of ships that were being built to make the journey safer, faster, more 

convenient, easier and, most importantly, cheaper. The cramped, expensive and dangerous 

trip aboard a sailing vessel was gradually replaced with the option of taking a steam-

powered paddleboat and later steamship. By the 1870s, it was now basically the only way 

to travel. Apart from the better services (such as warm and relatively healthy food), 

traveling by steamship meant radically shorter travel times. From the possible hundred or 

more days at the sea on a sailing ship, the time was cut to roughly two weeks.26 

 When one was lucky enough personally to meet someone who had lived in America 

or the person was able to acquaint themselves with life in America through literature, 

newspapers or personal correspondence, then the chances were better that this person 

would embark on a journey to a new life in America. He or she would also likely look to 

settle in one of the existing Czech villages there. But making the decision to go to America 

was far from the completion of the task – there was still a lot to do before setting one’s foot 

on the steamship to take you to America, let alone finding oneself there and making one’s 

way to a community of fellow Czechs. But for many, the impetus to leave was strong. And, 

this impetus was more than just for cultural and political reasons. There were very 

practical incentives – from the high demand for workers in America to the availability of 

unsettled and relatively affordable areas for farming and agriculture (of course until the 

closing of the frontier towards the end of the 19th century).27 

 With respect to the legal aspects of emigration from Bohemia during this period, it 

wasn’t illegal. There were no laws the government could use to actually prevent people 

from leaving.28 However, government wasn’t without options in trying to keep up the 

population in Czech lands. One approach was to try and color the image the Czech people 

had of life in this new America. It made the most of negative articles, letters sent back and 

published pamphlets in an attempt to make leaving Bohemia seem ever risky and 

unattractive. The natural power of the centralized state apparatus was used to try to 
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influence the picture the public had about America.29 Thus, there were articles talking 

about the hardships of starting a new life in an alien culture and of all the dangers awaiting 

simple country people on the way. (Among such dangers were all the people – including 

the emigration agents – who would try and trick the emigrants and relieve them of their 

money.) Another cudgel the Austrian government used to try and maintain the population 

of the empire was to outlaw the activities of agents. These were people who worked with 

the steamship companies to recruit passengers for the journey. Agents’ income depended 

on the numbers of people they got to sign up for travel out of Hamburg and Bremen.30 

 Also, the role of agents was much broader than just “selling the ticket” for the boat. 

They were effectively travel agents and travel consultants – expected to be knowledgeable 

about what lay before the emigrant on his journey. From these agents, the anxious 

emigrant could learn about where to stay, which port to travel from, where to exchange 

currency, the types of people to avoid, etc.31 The fact that work as an agent has been made 

illegal did not deter the profession – there was a void in the market; and, as with all voids, 

nature has a way of filling them. Thus, agents played a vital and essential role in support of 

this wave of emigration from the old world and immigration into the new one in America. 

One such agent, who became quite well known and earned the acronym of “true friend of 

Czech emigration”, was Josef Pastor. He publicized the fact that if one was to go to 

America, it was better to do so from Hamburg. He also had a Czech associate in New York 

to help facilitate arrival in such a new and different land. As a result, fewer people were 

robbed and unscrupulously relieved of their money and more people were able to get to 

their planned destinations.32  

 In terms of the necessary paperwork for individuals to leave the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, passports would be issued to individuals who had completed their service in (or 

weren’t required to have enlisted in) the Austrian army and who didn’t owe any money in 

taxes.33 Citizens leaving the Empire also had to pay the so called Abfahrtsgeld or a fee for 

departing.34 While the rules were there, passports weren’t always obtained that easily or 

that quickly. In particular, during the 1850s, it was neither quick nor easy to get a passport. 
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In addition to the various types of documentation that was required about all family 

members, the purpose of the journey had to be explained. It was advantageous to get a 

statement from the local mayor letting the Empire’s authorities know of your less valuable 

importance to the local community. Some applicants had to come up with a cash deposit to 

prove they had sufficient funds to make the journey. (There were situations in which some 

poorer families arrived in Hamburg or Bremen with hardly any money at all, believing that 

there will be work for them on the ship and that this would pay for their fares to 

America.)35 It is important to note that the lengthy nature of the passport procedure wasn’t 

just part of an effort to reduce the number of Czechs leaving the Empire; rather, it was also 

a reflection of the multilayered organizational structure of the imperial administration. It 

often wasn’t clear which office has in the ultimate decision-making power. 36 

 After these administrative struggles were brought to an end, the immigrants could 

physically start their journey to America. The next step was the trip to one of the German 

ports. By the 1870s, the railroad network had basically been built out to the degree seen 

today. However, on their way through Germany, there were the dangers of running into 

false agents and unscrupulous moneychangers. The most infamous places to run into such 

people were Dresden and Leipzig.37 

 For most of the people in the early 1850s, there was little choice with respect to the 

question of whether to travel by sailing ship or steam ship. Since one has to assume the 

majority of emigrants were of limited means and not very wealthy and since steamboat 

tickets started out being twice as expensive as sailing ship, the sailing ship was likely the 

only reasonable option. Records show that in 1858, sailing was still the most prevalent way 

to travel to America. It wasn’t until the 1870s that steam ships took over. By 1877, a steam 

ship was the only way to travel from Europe to America.38 There were many reasons for 

this – starting out of course with the cost of the passage (the fare). And, what made these 

lower fares possible was in part the widespread use of iron in ship construction. This made 

it possible to build larger ships with greater tonnage and thus more travelers could be 

accommodated on each trip.39 There was also increased competition. As Bremen and 
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Hamburg became popular ports of departure, English, Belgian and Italian shipping 

companies opened branches there to attract and make up for the passengers who no longer 

left from earlier departure points. 40 

 The era of the steamboat (and especially the competition among owners) brought 

about many positive improvements in the journey to America.41 The average duration of a 

trip from Europe to America by sail in the 1850s would have been approximately six weeks. 

There were occasions where it lasted up to one hundred days. Traveling by steam boat was 

much more predictable and stable – about three weeks.42  

 As the sailing ships were used mainly by people of a lower economic status – and, 

often by people in desperate, life threatening situations, such as the Irish emigration in the 

early 1850s, which was occasioned by the great Irish potato famine –there was little 

pressure on the shipping companies to improve their services or the marginal conditions 

on the ships.43 By packing in as many passengers as possible, the conditions of passengers 

in these earlier days was cramped and miserable – all of which helped the spread of 

diseases such as typhoid fever and cholera.  

 Knowing that the food and water supply on board these sailing ships was limited 

(especially since the sailing voyage could last twice as long as expected), the health and 

hygiene of passengers was often problematic. A few facts to illustrate the horrible mortality 

rates on some of these voyages can be seen in the following: on the Liverpool to Quebec 

line in the 1850s, it was reported at 17.08% in the 1850s; if typhoid broke out on a boat, the 

mortality rate could be up to one-third.44  

 Improvements to both the conditions of life on board these ships as well as the 

mortality rates can clearly be seen as steamboat travel took over from travel by sailing ship. 

Some of these improvements were gradual as steamships didn’t totally replace sailing ships 

until the 1870s. When this transition to steam and iron was complete, the on-board 

mortality rates dropped as low as 0.08%. Part of the improvements to travel conditions 

and mortality rates can also be ascribed to legislation, which was designed to inhibit some 

of the worst abuses and reduce the exploitation of emigrants by shipping companies. The 
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American Passenger Act of 1849 set mandatory requirements for the space every passenger 

was entitled to. Not that this would suddenly make the traveling easy and pleasant, but it 

did bring about changes in the design of future ships and in the food supply on board.45 

 Czechs traveling to America in the 1850s usually chose one of four ports - New York, 

Baltimore, New Orleans or Galveston. New York was by far the largest and most important 

in terms of immigration.46 However, where an immigrant arrived wasn’t necessarily where 

the immigrant wanted to settle or put down roots and each port had its own plusses and 

minuses.  

 The following will take a look at some of the factors that made certain ports 

attractive to Czechs emigrating from their old country to their new.  While Baltimore was 

notorious for its large number of false agents and many traps and frauds perpetrated upon 

the unwary, there were no official procedures, which one had to undergo in the port, unlike 

in New York, and it was cheaper (than going to New York). 

 It was also common for Czechs to gravitate to a port where there was someone from 

the home country who spoke both Czech and English. This person would be there to greet 

new arrivals. Since almost no arriving Czechs spoke a foreign language, it was comforting 

to learn about how to make arrangements for traveling inland from the coast from a Czech-

speaking person. Without someone knowledgeable and trustworthy and someone with 

whom one could communicate in one’s own language, there was the omnipresent risk of 

ending up with a ticket to some undesirable location and/or in over-paying for a ticket on a 

train.  

 With respect to selecting Galveston as an arrival port, the city of Galveston was a 

gateway into Texas, which was one of the states that were attractive to the first wave of 

Czech immigration. Some of the reasons for this were historical and political. These 

surround Texas earning its independence from Mexico after the Mexican American War  

and the territory of Texas being admitted to the American union (1845). As a result of the 

news of the day, Czechs were thus more familiar with Texas than they were with the states 

in New England.47  
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 Notwithstanding the appeal of Baltimore and Galveston, as discussed above, New 

York was still the most popular destination. One of the reasons for this was that it was a 

year-round port and travel destination. That was not the case for New Orleans, Baltimore 

and Galveston to which the boats went only from March to October or November.48 

 As discussed above, the impetus to arrive in the United States through the port of 

Baltimore were often price driven. However, the savings from a low initial price were often 

offset by losses and costs associated with unscrupulous agents and moneychangers and 

thus, over time it became increasingly popular to make the Atlantic crossing to arrive in 

New York City. The arrival of the steamboat as a means of making the journey further 

accelerated the increased significance of New York City as an arrival destination. It was to 

and from New York that the majority of steamboats crossed the Atlantic.  

 Between the years 1820 and 1860, New York City received 3.7 out of the total of 5.4 

million immigrants.49 As a result of these huge numbers of immigrants flooding in, New 

York was forced to take certain precautions to manage the flow of new arrivals. As early as 

1797, a marine hospital or Quarantine Ground was established on Staten Island. Starting in 

1824, records on new arrivals started to be kept and a law was passed that threatened any 

ship captain that brought a person to the country that would become a burden on the 

United States with a $300 fine.50  

 The marine hospital on Staten Island had been the location where immigrants were 

transferred who were believed to have communicable diseases. In fact, even sailors were 

quarantined here upon arrival as disease was so rampant among immigrants arriving in 

the early part of the 19th century. Eventually (1858), the fear of the spread of disease 

became so great that local Staten Islanders burned this hospital (and eventually the many 

buildings that made up the complex) to the ground.  

 The next significant building or complex for immigrants was the building complex 

known as Castle Clinton or Castle Garden. On August 1, 1855, it became the Emigrant 

Landing Depot, functioning as the New York State immigrant processing facility (the 

nation's first such entity). It was the location where immigrants the United States didn’t 

want (such as the blind, crippled, mentally insane or those suspected of supporting 
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revolutions and the overthrow of the current state) would be separated from the mass and 

eventually sent home.  

 Besides the formal and medical examination, the newcomers could obtain food, pick 

up their mail and most importantly try to find employment at the job exchange that was 

part of the complex. Castle Garden was in use until 1892, when the federal government 

became responsible handling this type of facility - based substantially on the level of 

complaints about the employees' treatment of immigrants. As part of the takeover of 

responsibility, the federal government created the Bureau of Immigration, which was 

based at Ellis Island.51 Sadly, Ellis Island rapidly gained a worse reputation than its 

predecessor. Castle Garden continued to be viewed as a facility that was there to help and 

protect immigrants whereas Ellis Island was solely responsible for not letting anyone into 

the country that was viewed as ‘unsuitable’ (the number of such groups of immigrants 

considered to be ‘unsuitable’ grew notably in the 1890s).52  

 The examination process also became significantly more rigorous – the newcomers 

had to give information about how they paid for their journey, their specific destination, 

their profession and other questions of a similar nature. Notwithstanding the level and 

type of questions being asked, the examination process for most people was even more 

difficult because very few immigrants spoke English. It is estimated that roughly 80% of 

the immigrants successfully made it through this examination process.53  

 The lucky majority were then transferred to the island of Manhattan, where, for the 

many who did not choose (or were not skilled enough) to stay in the city, they started 

another episode of their journey. Generally, it can be said that for the Czech immigrants 

arriving to the United States, there was a more robust network of “national” settlements 

(communities) that had been established. Because of poor language skills, their financial 

situation and their unfamiliarity with local agricultural practices, it was a logical and 

rational step for new immigrants to try and join their fellow Czechs in one of these many 

(distant) settlements.54 

 The end of the first immigration wave to America can be demarcated by the 
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American Civil War (1861-1865). There were three most important cities in the early 1850s 

with respect to numbers of newly arriving Czechs, which were New York, St. Louis (the 

most common way to reach this city was through New Orleans, which became less and less 

popular as a port in the following decades when compared to New York) and Chicago.55 To 

make a living in cities was becoming increasingly difficult if one was not skilled in any way. 

There was the option to establish one’s own business; but, this was highly unlikely for most 

of the people coming to New York, as they wouldn't be able to afford any major investment. 

The other option was to be hired as some type of craftsman. The opportunities available to 

people coming from the countryside with agricultural background were few. They could do 

some occasional small jobs and in the worst case, they could go to work in the cigar 

industry.56  

 After the completion of the railroad to the west, especially in the direction of 

Chicago, those people, who weren’t able to make a new life for themselves in one of the 

older major American cities, could try their luck in one of the new young towns that were 

developing in the west, such as Chicago or Cleveland. As noted above, the new Czech 

immigrants tended to live in colonies or settlements surrounded by other Czechs, or at 

least Slavs (or Germans – with whom they had a long tradition of living together in 

Europe). Joseph Chada gives an extensive example of how such a colony was set up: 

“Early Czech colonies presented a uniform appearance. The one in Cleveland, 

to choose a random example, was described as a tinderbox of one-storied 

houses. It had four public buildings for social purposes, one owned by a 

saloon-keeper another by the athletic society Falcons (Sokol), and two by 

fraternal lodges. The main street of the locality was four blocks long. Apart 

from dwellings, it was lined with two print shops, a department store, a 

brewery, a grocery store, a wine shop, twelve saloons, and a park. Three 

lanes emptied into the main street. In these, apart from the dwellings, were 

found two butcher shops, ten cigar factories, a coal yard and tailor, cobbler, 

and bakery establishments. A wooden Catholic Church and parsonage stood 

in the main square of the community.”57 
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 Those people who came from an agricultural background and often had no other 

skills, looked into the possibilities of farming in the United States. The western lands were 

not very heavily populated and therefore the government supported the settlement of 

immigrants there. The land in the Midwest was either very cheap or there was the 

possibility of obtaining it under the Homestead Act of 1862. This opportunity gave a whole 

variety of settlers a chance to acquire their own farm land. While the farm might be of a 

good size to support a family, clearing the land and bringing it into production was another 

matter - especially in the state of Minnesota, which was largely covered by forest.58 

Minnesota 

 It is important to take a look at the Czech colonization of Minnesota. It was not an 

easy task and was not as direct as the flow of Czechs to Texas or New York. The reasons for 

this are quite straightforward. As Minnesota was quite distant from the main centers of 

society in early America, its political recognition also came later than states which were 

closer to the East Coast. Minnesota became a territory in March 1849 and it was admitted 

into the Union as a state in May 1858.  

 The first white man to come to the area was Father Eugene Hennepin, who was a 

missionary. The first white man to settle in Minnesota was John B. Fairbault, who ran a fur 

trading post serving the Sioux, a tribe of American Indians. The first military 

establishment was Fort Snelling (1819), which was built near the confluence of the 

Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers on land that was purchased from the Sioux for a price of 

$200 and 60 gallons of liquor.59 With the construction of this fort, settlers started to move 

to Minnesota in the 1830s and 1840s. They started to settle down in the areas around the 

fort, where the city of Saint Paul is located today.60  

 The first Czech colony in Minnesota was a future town with the eloquent name of 

‘New Prague’. The early settlements in the Midwest were generally pretty similar and the 

problems these settlers had to face were more or less the same:  

“The living quarters of the early Czech farmer consisted of the log cabin in the 

Midwest and a dugout and sod house on the Plains. Their initial cultivation of 

the land was manual, for they lacked farm implements. His entire family 
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helped in breaking the soil and reaping the crops.”61 

 The first Czech settlers are believed to have arrived in Minnesota from Iowa. The 

path through states such as Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois was through land that had been 

settled by earlier immigrants. Dr. Jan Habenicht states that the very first Czechs to settle 

in the colony of New Prague were farmers who left South Bohemia in 1853-1854 from the 

towns of Týn nad Vltavou, Lišov, Vodňany and Lomnice nad Lužnicí). They had first 

settled in Dubuque, an Iowa town on the Mississippi River.62  

 The early years were crucial for most of the immigrant families and it was not 

uncommon for some of them to give up and return to Europe. After the difficulties of the 

transatlantic journey, during which it was not uncommon to lose members of the party, the 

farmers would buy affordable land. However, after having bought land, they rarely had 

funds to purchase livestock or important farming equipment. Also, there was very little 

forested area in Iowa and thus, there wasn’t a readily available source of fuel to keep warm 

in the winter. This lack of heating contributed to the increased level of life-threatening 

illnesses (common were cardiac problems and rheumatism).63 The common practice 

among settlers was for the father and other male members of the family (most likely the 

sons) to go to town and look for cash-paying work. The women would stay on the farm and 

work to prepare the soil for planting. Upon hearing about the healthier environment and 

rich and fertile soil available in Minnesota, a group of these early Czech settlers decided to 

leave Dubuque and venture northwards to take a look and find out for themselves.64 

 There were four members of this group (V. Vrtiš, M. Borak, J. Hanzl and M. Štěpka) 

and they set out in July 1856. They were advised by the local priest and bishop to travel 

north along the Mississippi River and to head to a settlement, St. Cloud, where a 

monastery was being built. It is said that these Czech pioneers lost their way and followed 

the Minnesota River instead of the Mississippi River. As a result, they finally ended up in 

the colony of Shakopee. There they learned about the availability of an inexpensive section 

of land from the government and about a German who had settled nearby not long ago. 

This German, Anthony Philipp, was able to communicate with these Czech explorers and 

give them advice on establishing a new settlement there. Philipp was the first white 
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resident in this part of the country and he became an immensely important person with 

respect to the establishment of Czech colonies in Minnesota. The four Czechs explored the 

land together with Philipp and found a site for their new colony. They returned to Iowa and 

already, by September 1856, the first families of Czech settlers were arriving in the vicinity 

of New Prague.65 

 It is important to note that when Anthony Philipp arrived in the future location of 

New Prague, it was virgin forest and there was going to be a lot of work required to turn it 

into farm land. Notwithstanding these known difficulties, starting in September 1856, the 

news about the new colony started to spread around through the Czechs in the neighboring 

states (not just Iowa, but also Illinois and Wisconsin). In addition, information filtered out 

to Czechs on their way to America and those thinking about it – this was all part of the 

previously mentioned chain-emigration, which took place between friends and relatives of 

the new settlers. One such journey of Czech farmers to Minnesota – in this case from a 

neighboring state - was mentioned in Tomáš Čapek's Czechs in America: 

“John Kašpar, who emigrated as a lad of fourteen, tells how the Kašpar, 

Malý, and Navrátil families journeyed from Racine (Wisconsin) to McLeod 

County in Minnesota [the distance between these two places is about 450 

miles]. Each family provided itself for the long journey with an ox-team and 

a prairie schooner, in which were piled featherbeds, kitchen utensils, clothing, 

provisions. The caravan started from Racine on April 1, reaching its objective 

in McLeod County after untold hardships, on July 6.”66  

 The Czech influx to the area continued in this way such that, at the beginning of the 

20th century, the settlement of New Prague counted 1,950 people (or 348 families). Three 

other Czech settlements were also established in the area – all of which were north of New 

Prague. These were either entirely or predominantly Czech-speaking settlements. The 

Veselí settlement had more than 200 Czech families. Heidelberg was a mixed settlement 

but the majority of the settlers were Czech (130 families). Montgomery was the last of these 

three settlements and it held 170 Czech families and about thirty of other nationalities.67 

 As mentioned earlier when Anthony Philipp arrived at the site of the future New 

                                                   
65 Jan Habenicht 258. 

66 Tomáš Čapek, Čechs in America 46. 

67 Jan Habenicht 258. 
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Prague it wasn’t in any way farmland; rather, it was virgin forest. This meant that the 

difficulties in the early years of settlement didn’t stop upon arrival. No, the journey itself 

was only one the first step and now the settlers had to find a way to survive in a frontier 

environment. According to Jan Habenicht, upon arrival the pioneers faced the following 

conditions: “tall thick forest, few or even no dishes, little or no supply of food... [and 

threatened by] bloodthirsty wolves...and savage Indians, though not bloodthirsty, still 

envious of the white man, [who] turn up from time to time...”68 The settlers had to work 

hard to clear their first bit of arable land. If they succeeded with the initial phase of 

settlement, within a several months or years they would be able to build a proper log-house 

and start to grow corn and vegetables.69 Those first families managed to literally ‘survive’ 

their first winter and they could now start to invite other members of the family or friends 

to come to the new Czech settlement.70 It was only because of the hard work, good spirit 

and faith in God that these early Czechs were able to survive and prosper as pioneers – 

establishing a Czech island in the northern Midwest of America. 

 In the beginning of the 20th century, a large majority of the Czechs who had come to 

settle in Minnesota were farmers on their own land. That is – they lived on their own (after 

the first fifty years) in quite well-established farms that provided them with a comfortable 

living. A minority of Czech immigrants settled in cities (Minnesota, quite understandably, 

didn’t have many urban areas) and these people would then usually find work in factories 

or other businesses.71 In the 1910s, the total number of Czechs living in Minnesota was 

roughly 33,000. The majority of these people (over 70%) retained their original, Catholic, 

faith. At the turn of the 20th century, there were about twenty-five Czech Catholic 

settlements in Minnesota. Jan Habenicht gives a list of all of the cities, towns, villages and 

settlements that were either founded by or housed Czech immigrants (some of them were 

named after an important town from their former region in Bohemia): 

Alexandria, Alpha, Angus, Badger, Bear Creek, Bechyň, Belgrade, Belvidere, 

Bemidji, Beroun, Biscay, Bixby, Blooming Prairie, Brainerd, Breckenridge, 

Bronson, Brook Park, Browerville, Brownton, Brushvale, Buffalo, Canby, Cass 

Lake, Chanhassen, East Grand Forks, Eden Prairie, Edina, Elko, Ely, Erie, 

Greenbush, Hart, Haug, Heidelberg, Heron Lake, Hill City, Hinckley, Hokah, 

                                                   
68 Jan Habenicht 258. 

69 Margie Sobotka 8. 

70 Josef Polišenský, Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky II. 45. 

71 Jan Habenicht 289. 
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Homolka, Hopkins, Hutchinson, Jackson, Jordan, Kilkenny, Kragnes, Kratka, 

Lakefield, Lake Reno, Lake Wilson, Leo, Le Sueur Center, Lonsdale, Lucan, 

Mahnomen, Mavie, Mazzeppa, Minneapolis, Minnetonka, Mission Creek, 

Montgomery, Moravia, New Prague, New Richland, New Ulm, North 

Redwood, Olivia, Owatonna, Peterson, Pierz, Pine City, Pratt, Red Wing, Reno, 

Rochester, Rock, Royalton, Rushford, St. Louis Park, St. Paul, Seaforth, Silver 

Lake, Somerset (Litomyšl), Stephen , Stewart, Tábor, Taunton, Thief River 

Falls, Třeboň, Twin Valley, Veselí, Victoria, Walnut Grove, Warren, Waseca, 

Waterville, Webster, Winona. 72 

 The first and foremost settlement of Czechs in Minnesota to take a closer look at is 

the one with almost the same name as the Czech capital – New Prague [although this 

name's pronunciation differs from the European city. New Prague is pronounced /'preig/ 

unlike the Czech capital /pr��g/].73 The town is located about 50 miles southwest of 

Minnesota's capital, the city of St. Paul; and, its population, according to the 2010 census is 

7,321. For comparison; the population in 1910 was 1,600 and in 2000, it was about 

4,900.74 As mentioned earlier, the first Czechs settled in the area of the future town in the 

1850s with the aid of Anthony Philipp. The settlement became a village in 1877.75 At the 

time of the first settlements in this area, there was no railroad and the road conditions 

were rather poor.  Any food supplies, such as flour or sugar, had to be purchased in nearby 

villages – of which Shakopee was over 20 miles away and Fairbault over 30 miles from 

New Prague. To reach these villages, it usually took several days with teams of oxen.76 

 In these quite primitive and isolated conditions, far from governmental institutions 

and generally lacking things common in Europe or on the East Coast, there was obviously a 

need for some uniting element – be it cultural, spiritual or administrative. In this case, it 

turned out to be spiritual. The role of the church in such settlements was enormous, even 

though the number of (Czech speaking) priests was understandably very limited.  

 With respect to the role and involvement of the church, the presence of Anthony 

Philipp amongst the group was once again of significant importance. He, together with 

several of the Czech settlers, were responsible for the building of the first church in New 

                                                   
72 Jan Habenicht 288. [those place names in italics correspond directly to the Czech original name or resemble Czech etymology] 

73 “Minnesota Pronunciation Guide,” , May 2006, 10 June 2011 <http://www.ap.org/minnesota/prono.html>.  

74 Jan Habenicht 265. 

75    “History of New Prague, MN” 2009,  5 June 2011 <www.newprague.com/history/>. 

76 Jan Habenicht 260. 
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Prague - a decision that was made by the Czech community together with the Germans in 

1856 and the place of worship was finished as early as 1858. To conduct services in the 

church, Philipp, through acquaintances, made an arrangement for a German Catholic 

priest of the Saint Benedictine order, who came from the village of Shakopee, to visit New 

Prague, at first on an intermittent and eventually on a more regular basis.77  

 Such an arrangement was of course only an interim solution; and, by the early 

1860s, there was a desire on the part of both the Czechs and the Germans to have a full-

time priest of their own. The first Czech priest to serve the colony of New Prague was 

Father Petr Malý, who came from Wisconsin. He is said to have served the colony in its 

“period of the greatest problems, from about October 1, 1861 up until the middle of March 

1866” and he shared with his parishioners this period of pioneers' triumph and failure.78 

Overall, the building of the church, its later reconstruction and the turnovers of local 

priests serving the community were events of immense importance. The turnover of priests 

occurred rather regularly every two or four years. There was a strong demand for their 

services as they were generally involved in missionary work in the less populated and less 

developed areas of the western parts of the United States.79 

 A change to the religious establishment in the community occurred under Father 

Augustin Lang in which the previously Czech and German congregation separated. Over 

time, the majority of the Czechs who moved to Minnesota stayed with their Catholic faith. 

The split did not bring dramatic changes to the colony's everyday life; it was mostly about 

the usage of the cemetery, church and schools. Although children from both sides could 

attend the local school, it soon appeared a necessity to the Catholics of New Prague to have 

their own school. The building preparations started in the spring of 1878 and it was 

completed the same year. The first lessons in the new school were given in the 1878-79 

school year.80 In the first decade of the 20th century, about 250 pupils attended the four-

classroom school. Here school books were free and there was no tuition cost to students. 

 The early Czech settlers clearly recognized the importance of education and here we 

can take note of another priest who was in charge of the parish – Father František Tichý, 

Dean of New Prague. Under him, the colony thrived both spiritually and financially – the 

                                                   
77 Jan Habenicht 261. 

78 Jan Habenicht 261. 

79 Jan Habenicht 262. 

80 Jan Habenicht 263. 
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church was enlarged, the interior enriched, a convent for the school nuns was built as well 

as a Catholic association meeting hall.81 Father Tichý's main contribution to the 

community was that he supported the town's youth in higher education. Dr. Habenicht 

summarized his financial and moral support for the pupils as follows:  

“Not less than four priests, two physicians, three druggists and several 

teachers at Catholic and public schools, ten school nuns and a  large number 

of young businessmen have already [by 1910] come from the New Prague 

colony. It is also to his credit that 15 young men of the New Prague colony 

attended Latin schools.”82  

 Another institution (in the abstract sense of the word) that supported nationalistic 

and cultural traditions was of course the theater. The promotion of the Czech language and 

Czech nationalism was probably more important (or rather strongly present) in the 

generation that had come to America straight from Bohemia. Theater activities in New 

Prague were at their height in the 1880s. However, in parallel with the aging of those 

settlers who had been active in the theater back home, the theatrical activities of the 

community went into decline. We can sense the connection between this decline and the 

success of the Czechs in Minnesota (and not only there but in other neighboring states as 

well) in overcoming the hardships of the initial years. As time went on, nationalistic 

feelings tended to wane (as we have seen with the role of the Czech-speaking priests within 

the colony). Once the community was more or less settled and life itself wasn’t directly 

threatened, the clinging to nationalistic feelings for the home country was replaced by a 

feeling of now belonging to a new country. 

 The above description of the development of New Prague isn’t unique to this town – 

but, New Prague was of unquestionable importance to Czechs living in Minnesota. The first 

fifty years were the crucial period in which single families and entire communities invested 

their hard labor in building up and improving an ’island‘ for Czech-speaking people in the 

new world. Those who moved to New Prague in the initial period, as well as the families 

who came across the Atlantic to join them, by and large became farmers – producing 

wheat, rye, sweet corn, sugar beets and flax.83  

 Other settlements with large numbers of Czechs were also established at the same 
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time as New Prague or soon thereafter. These colonies were smaller than New Prague but a 

large number of them could be found within a 100 miles radius of the Czech-Minnesotan 

capital. Amongst the most important ones were the Czech-German village of Heidelberg in 

Le Sueur County, Veselí in Rice County, the Hopkins settlement in Hennepin County and 

the settlements of Montgomery in Le Sueur County and Bechyň in Renville County. Over 

time, the Czechs clearly spread out more widely across the state and as the 20th century 

moved on, more and more Czechs tended to live in communities that were no longer 

identifiable with a particular ethnic group. However, the starting point for all of them was 

the purely Czech, or in some cases Czech-German, settlements of the 1850s. 

 The growth and development of Czech society continued but was interrupted and 

hindered by World War I. The years with the highest numbers of Czechs coming to the 

United States were the following: 1891, 1904-1907 and 1913.84 The social status of the early 

settlers from Bohemia and Moravia has been described by Joseph Chada: “Occupationally 

and economically, the first Czech generation stood on the lowest rungs of America's 

financial ladder. When health and good fortune favored the Czechs, they would acquire 

real estate or accumulate a nest egg in a bank account, knowing that in time of need it 

would keep their names off the welfare rolls.”85  

 After their first fifty years, Czechs in Minnesota had achieved a reasonable level of 

prosperity and success in both farming and urban businesses. As such, we can see what 

was happening in the capital city of Minnesota. Here, the big Catholic Church of St. 

Stanislaus was built in 1882 in St. Paul, a Catholic School was established with its own 

building and the first Czech newspaper in Minnesota was published in 1904.86 Similar 

developments in terms of both farming and business successes were taking place in other 

places where Czechs had settled. The above is but one example of what was also taking 

place elsewhere. 

Part II 

 This part of the thesis provides a discussion and evaluation of the significant sources 

of information on the topics covered. The first group consists of those resources that focus 
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85 Joseph Chada 15. 
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on Czech immigration in America in a more general manner. The second group contains a 

few titles that deal with Czechs coming to Minnesota. All of the sources, unless otherwise 

noted, are available in the Czech Republic and the majority can be borrowed or viewed in 

the National Library of the Czech Republic.  

General Sources Relevant to the Study of Czech 

Immigration in the United States 

Thomas Čapek  

The Czechs in America  

Slavs in the United States Census: 1850-1940: With special references to 

Czechoslovaks 

Naše Amerika: (Kritické posouzení hospodářského a sociálního stavu a 

politické, církevní, národní a spolkové činnosti amerických Čechů a Slováků 

se zřetelem ke všem americkým Slovanům: Statistický přehled stěhování 

amerických Čechů a Slováků 

[Our America: (A Critical Assessment of the Economic and Social Status and Political, 

National and Club Activity of American Czechs with Regard to all American Slavs: 

Statistical Overview of the Migration of Czech and Slovak Americans)] 

 The life-work of Thomas Čapek serves as a handy, comprehensive and accessible 

introduction to Czech immigration into the United States. The focus is primarily on what 

happened after arrival in America but the author does provide the reader with an adequate 

look at the historical context and social drivers that led Czechs to leave Bohemia.    

 Included with much of the author’s writings are various charts and statistical tables 

that record the number of Czech coming to the United States each year (for the second half  

of the 19th century), the number of Czechs living in some of the larger cities and a 

comparison of the number of Czechs in relation to overall Slavic and other immigrant 

populations.  

 With respect to the state of Minnesota, the author’s information is rather scant 

(most relevant are statistics on Minnesota and its cities). However, Čapek provides an 
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enormous amount of information on general aspects of the history of Czechs in America. 

But the special emphasis is on the cities (and, in particular Chicago, which was both the 

author’s home and the home of a sizable Czech community). He provides a substantial 

amount of detail on the city life of the early Czechs including the businesses they were 

running and the jobs they were employed at, their community institutions and cultural life 

(including many posters for various events organized by the Czech community). 

 Amongst other interesting general aspects of life that Čapek looked at in his works 

was the Czechs’ standing among other ethnic minorities that has come to the American 

melting pot. There are discussions of the development of Czech art and literature and, in 

particular, a discussion of the involvement of Czechs in the journalism of the day (the 

fastest way to communicate with and transfer information to distant individuals of the 

same nationality). Other topics of interest to Čapek were how the Czechs intermarried with 

members of other ethnic groups residing in the United States and how easy (or difficult)  it 

was to maintain the proper use of the Czech language when raising one's children in an 

English (or non-Czech) speaking environment. 

Joseph Chada 

The Czechs in the United States 

 Chada's work is a great introduction to the topic of what life was like for Czech 

immigrants in America. While it doesn’t provide a lot of information relevant to the topic 

of immigration into Minnesota, some of the general patterns are more broadly 

representative of the life of a Czech immigrant and can thus be used for the topic of this 

thesis – i.e. Minnesota. For example, the author gives a very vivid and detailed picture of 

what an early Czech colony in one of the bigger American cities looked like – describing it 

house-by-house, business-by-business.87 The author provides a description of Cleveland, 

an industrial city in the Midwest. It could easily be used for other rapidly growing 

industrial cities with a significant Czech population (for example, Chicago). The 

information is broadly representative of many Midwestern cities – and, this would include 

St. Paul, the capital city of Minnesota. 

                                                   
87 Early Czech colonies presented a uniform appearance. The one in Cleveland, to choose a random example, was described as a 

tinderbox of one-storied houses. It had four public buildings for social purposes, one owned by a saloon-keeper another by 
gymnastic society Falcons (Sokol), and two by fraternal lodges. The main street of the locality was four blocks long. Apart from 
dwellings, it was lined with two printeries, a department store, a brewery, a grocery store, a wine shop, twelve saloons, and a park. 
Three lanes emptied into the main street. In these, apart from the dwellings, were found two butcher shops, ten cigar factories, a 
coal yard and tailor, cobbler, and baker establishments. A wooden Catholic church and parsonage stood in the main square of the 
community [page 9.] 
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 Chada discusses the socio-economic status of early Czech immigrants within the 

developing American society. Such a context is important and interesting and it was a topic 

not touched upon to any great extent in much of the other source material for this paper. 

Another plus of this book is that the author places the Czechs in the broader context of 

what was happening in the country at the time (during the main periods of Czech 

immigration). He looks at the acculturation of the Czech newcomers, as they dealt with the 

aftermath of the great American Civil War. 

Jan Habenicht 

History of Czechs in America; with a foreword to the English edition by Paul M. 

Makousky; [translation to English by Miroslav Koudelka] 

 In a great level of detail, Habenicht describes the origins of the Czech settlements in 

Minnesota – even mentioning some of the individuals who were known to be among the 

first Czech settlers. In addition, the author provides some good, but brief, contextual 

information better to help the reader understand the history of settlement in the state. 

Minnesota is not the only subject of History of Czechs in America – it has chapters 

introducing Czech settlements in each state – and, for the purpose of this work, just 

Chapter 9, The State of Minnesota [a total of 33 pages], is relevant. In any case, it needs to 

be mentioned that Habenicht did a tremendous amount of work for any researcher 

interested in any one of the states of the USA. The settling of Czech immigrants in other 

states is covered in at least the same (and sometimes greater) level of detail as the author 

provides for Minnesota. 

 The organization of the chapter on Czech settlements in Minnesota is very good. It 

takes the reader from a discussion of the history of the most important settlements (New 

Prague and St. Paul) to a discussion of the smaller towns, villages and Czech-occupied 

areas. For most of the bigger settlements, the names of the first (or most significant) 

settlers are noted. In most cases, the reader learns about the towns or places that the new 

immigrants came from and there are rough estimates of their numbers. There is a big 

emphasis on the role of churches in the development of towns and villages, with a history 

of individual priests (including where they previously served and where they would serve 

next upon leaving a particular parish) as well as information on the establishment of 

schools and certain other institutions. 

 The systematic approach taken by the author in his discussion of the main 
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settlements (which is the obvious result of an incredible amount of work searching through 

archives and memoirs) is, however, quite academic and the readability of the work suffers 

as a result. Notwithstanding, it was the best source of information on the given topic 

available in the Czech Republic. There were only a few publications that had specific 

information on Czech settlements in Minnesota and this one was the most consistent one. 

A helpful addition to this work would be more information on the significance or role of 

Czech immigration in Minnesota in comparison with the overall pattern of Czech 

immigration into the United States. 

Josef  Polišenský 

Úvod do studia dějin vystěhovalectví do Ameriky. I.  

[Introduction to the Study of the History of Immigration to America] 

Obecné problémy dějin českého vystěhovalectví do Ameriky 1848-1914 

[General Problems of the History of Czech Immigration into America 1848-1914] 

 The Introduction to Studying the History of Immigration to America focuses 

entirely on that part of the immigration process that took place on the European side of the 

Atlantic Ocean. The author provides the reader with detailed historical accounts of events 

and important documents related to the Czechs' leaving their homeland (at that time, part 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire). Polišenský explains the role of agents, who were hired 

by the travel companies to solicit business from people interested in moving to America.  

The author goes into a lot of detail and notes the names of some of the most productive 

agents and also the regions where they were active. 

 The second half of this publication focuses on the two German ports that were most 

frequently used by Czech emigrants (Bremen and Hamburg). The author also goes into the 

developments and changes that were taking place in ocean travel – especially after the 

middle of the 19th century. Although a lot of this detail is interesting, it wasn’t essential to 

the purpose of this thesis and to how people actually settled in the United States. This book 

does not go into any description of what happened after the ships had left Hamburg or 

Bremen for their trip across the Atlantic. 

 This author’s work would not be complete without its sequel -  General problems of 

the history of Czech immigration into America 1848-1914. This second work starts with 

the arrival of the immigrants at one of the American ports (most frequently New York). 
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Here, the establishment of Czech communities is described chronologically. The author 

starts with the cities, where only people with certain skills or other qualifications could find 

a reasonably paid job. He then discusses the westward movement of a vast number of 

Czechs, where they sought their fortune on the frontier and established farm-based 

colonies. His narrative ends with a discussion of how the Czech communities looked in the 

years leading up to the start of World War I.  

  It is important to note that both of these texts are relatively short (a little over 100 

pages); yet, they are packed with a great deal of information. As such, the second work isn’t 

long enough to provide much detail on individual states. Instead, more general 

information is provided.  

Leoš Šatava  

Migrační procesy a české vystěhovalectví 19. století do USA 

[Migration Processes and Czech Emigration into the USA in the 19th century] 

 Šatava's work deals with the general topic of Czech emigration to the United States 

and in some cases, with emigration in general. His work looks at the broad sociological 

forces underlying and impacting emigration – he defines the term and then goes into the 

sociological and general causes of such a phenomenon. He also looks at the interest in 

preserving a feeling for the old country (the old nation) in a new country and a new 

cultural environment. 

 Another helpful and practical aspect of the organization of this work is that the 

author chronologically breaks down the waves of Czech immigration into the United 

States. Also, unlike the other works included in this bibliography, the author compares the 

situation of the Czechs as an ethnic group in relation to the immigration of other Slavic 

peoples into America. For example, the Czech settlers were exceptionally successful with 

colonizing the agricultural area in the Midwest. 

 The use of this book is, however, quite limited and best with respect to its coverage 

of the general topic of Czech emigration to the United States. It is not particularly helpful 

in terms of contributing information to the one-state focus of this work.  
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Sources Relevant to the Study of Czech Immigrants Who 

Settled in Minnesota 

Pioneer Stories as Related by Minnesota Czech Residents 

Abstracted & translated from a contemporary periodical / magazine, Hospodář (Farmer), 

1906-1930: (February issues only); abstracted by Margie Sobotka; translated by Karleen 

Chott Sheppard. 

 Pioneer stories from the periodical Hospodář are one of the few scarce sources that 

focus only on the topic of Czechs in Minnesota. The initial pages focus on the history of the 

Czech settlements in Minnesota, including an extensive list of names with information on 

where the individuals came from in Bohemia. In a practical way, this work introduces topic 

of the difficulties faced by refugee immigrants from the countryside whose only chance to 

make a living in the new world was to acquire and work a farm.  There are suggestions on 

how to cultivate the land and how to become a successful farmer (for example, there is a 

chapter titled How to start farming in wooded areas of Northern Minnesota). There are 

also many signs of encouragement to new settlers to go out and farm on their own and not 

to be a slave to anyone else, if the circumstances allow it.  

 The largest parts of this work (and perhaps the most valuable) are the letters and 

excerpts from the memoirs of many of the vast number of early Czech Minnesota settlers. 

During this period, the settlements were still quite far from one another, even though 

within the same state. In addition, the means of transportation available to farm families 

meant that communication between families and friends was difficult and infrequent. The 

Hospodář magazine became a way in which farmers across the state could share their 

experiences, memories and advice on how to do things. As an illustration of this, I shall use 

short excerpt from a featured letter from Mrs. Zofie Suchomel from New Prague (published 

in the February 21, 1906 issue): 

“Dear Friends: This last year was not very enjoyable. My husband was laid 

up in bed for three months; and, besides that, my three children were sick 

with whooping cough, each one for 18 weeks; and, on top of that, they came 

down with scarlet fever... Today I want to reply to Mrs. Lebeda as to how I 
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make wine, either from cultivated or wild grapes...”88  

 The information contained in Hospodář, with the letters and excerpts from the 

personal diaries of settlers, is the most immediate and direct historical information 

available on what life was like for these early Czech settlers in the Minnesota of the period. 

However, there are some limitations that should be noted as at least reservations with 

respect to the use of this material. In other words, the reliability of the source material may 

have been subject to a certain amount of editorial license, letters could have been edited or 

been fictionalized and we know little about the writers in the publication, who had time for 

it, their language skills, etc. 

Tam za mořem je Amerika: dopisy a vzpomínky českých vystěhovalců do 
Ameriky v 19. století 

[Over the Sea, There is America: Letters and Memories of Czech Immigrants to America 

in 19th Century / Selected and Edited by Oldřich Kašpar] 

 This is a collection of letters and postcards sent across the Atlantic Ocean. Only in a 

most general way is any of the material directly relevant to a study of the Czechs that 

pioneered and settled in the state of Minnesota. It is an interesting and somewhat 

illuminating work in terms of giving additional insight into day-to-day things that were 

going on for real people and the difficulties and travails they faced. Much of this material is 

from one individual talking to another individual or family.  

 Unfortunately, the letters and memoirs come with little background information 

about the individuals writing the material. Thus, the information is better in terms of 

providing a general understanding of the difficulties involved in journeying to the 

embarkation ports and life on the ships making the crossing. We get a fairly good picture of 

how difficult these journeys were and how hard it was even to enter America. 

  There are some letters from Czechs who attempted to settle in the Midwest (and 

therefore it is likely that they followed journeys similar to those of the Czechs who settled 

in Minnesota). But, this type of material makes up only a small part of the material 

presented. This book is perhaps best suited to a reader generally interested in history and 

America but it is not of any particular merit for use as part of academic research. 

                                                   
88 Margie Sobotka 31. 
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Czech-American Historic Sites, Monuments and Memorials 

Miloslav Rechcígl, Jr.  

 Rechcígl attempts to record a list of all monuments, significant buildings, churches 

and cemeteries that were related to or founded by the Czechs in America. He provides lists 

for all fifty states and the monuments that can be found there. The entries in the 

Minnesota sections were not many. Here is an example of one: 

“New Prague, Le Seuer County 

 Broz Hotel  

 Location: New Prague, MN. 

Built in 1898 by W. S. Broz. He was an early teacher here, later 

became a furniture dealer and undertaker. Cas Gilbert, the architect of 

the MN State Capitol was the designer. The hotel is on the National 

Register of Historic Places.” 

Other and Future Research  

 Although there is a very large number of resources available in the Czech Republic 

for doing research into the history Czech emigration and immigration to America, the 

above list is fairly representative of the fact that most of the material is more general in 

nature and certainly not ‘state-specific’, as for instance dealing with those Czechs settling 

in the state of Minnesota. Since research on Czech immigration into America is part of 

American history, it would seem logical to assume there might well be much more 

additional information available in the United States. Thus, some type of long-distance 

cooperative research with universities and other institutions in Minnesota might be a good 

way to further study the subject of this thesis.  

 Part of such an effort would likely be an initial hands-on visit to some of the archival 

material available in Minnesota. Working on the project in the actual research location 

would make it possible to interview the descendants of some of the first Czech settlers in 

Minnesota.  

 Another opportunity that would present itself by the writer's being in Minnesota to 

conduct additional research, which ought to be mentioned, would be the chance to make a 

contemporary appraisal of any integrated and less-integrated existing Czech communities 

in the state – whether any still exist and, if they do, what they might be like. 
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 In studying the above-noted materials, another thing is missing from the authors’ 

works, which would reasonably relate to research on the Czech community in Minnesota as 

well as with respect to the entirety of Czech-American society. Specifically, not many of the 

source materials used in the preparation of this thesis focused on or reflected on then 

contemporary happenings in America and the role the Czechs might have played or the 

impact Czechs might have had on what was taking place. A retrospective historical study of 

this could be particularly interesting to research and try to put together.  

 Another type of information that is missing in a way is a more detailed and 

systematized outline and description of the immigrants’ journey to Minnesota once they 

had arrived at an American port. Part of the problem here of course is the fact that most of 

these journeys were made by individual families or groups of families. To put together such 

a picture, such material would have to be retrieved and put together from local archives, 

letters and diaries. Once completed, it would hopefully be possible partly to indentify one 

or more common paths followed by the majority of the settlers. 

 A last suggestion for a field of future researching would relate to the above-

mentioned question on the status of the Czech community in today's United States. As the 

biggest wave of Czech immigration to America took place more than one hundred years 

ago, it is obvious that their status in the larger American society changed over time, just as 

with the immigration patterns. In any case, sociological research aimed at discovering 

what the status and position of ethnic Czechs are today, in relation to the overall 

population of today's United States, would help add another chapter to the rich and 

complex picture of the Czechs in America. 
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Conclusion 

 The situation in Europe that was developing in the middle on 19th century led to 

massive growth in the numbers of people coming to seek their fortune and a new life in the 

United States. The reasons for the ensuing waves of emigration were largely based on the 

economic changes and opportunities taking place at the time (as assembly line 

manufacturing expanded, there was a decline in the demand for individual skilled 

craftsmen). Populations were also experiencing rapid growth and many young people were 

unable to find employment. There were also political events taking place that often made it 

undesirable for many to live in certain regions. By the year 1880, the annual number of 

people migrating to the United States was more than 400,000.89 At that time, the Czech 

community numbered 85,361 (mainly distributed through the states of New York, Illinois, 

Ohio, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota. The cities with the largest Czech 

population were the following: Chicago (6,277 people in 1870), St. Louis (2,652) and New 

York (1,487).90 

 The initial difficulty with gathering source material for this thesis was finding that 

most of the information available focused on urban Czech settlements/communities – 

especially, the Czechs living in the city of Chicago (works of Čapek). In this material, there 

is generally information on all aspects of the life the immigrants led in the cities, starting 

with how they earned a living, their employment, folk arts, and community life. 

 The life of immigrants in cities is not the same as the life of immigrants who settled 

on farms – in particular the settlements in agricultural states (such as Iowa, Nebraska, 

Minnesota and Wisconsin). The history of such settlements (for the purpose of this work, 

the settlements in Minnesota) can therefore only be discerned with difficulty and such 

information has had to largely be based on the history of individual families.  

 Notwithstanding the urban focus of most available research source material, the 

settlement of rural areas took place at the same time as the settlement of immigrants into 

cities; and, much of the detailed information on immigration related to urban areas would 

have something parallel in terms of rural settlements. Over time, of course, those living in 

                                                   
89 “19th Century US Immigration Statistics,” 15 December 1997, 31 June 2011, <http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/immigration-

statistics.htm>. 

90 Tomáš Čapek, Památky českých imigrantů 14-15. 
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cities change and integrate must faster than those living in urban areas. But, disregarding 

this issue, it would seem logical that settlements in one rural area – i.e. from this study, 

those settling in Minnesota – would have a common experience with those settling in rural 

settings in other states in the Mid-West and North-West of the United States in the same 

time period.  

 Another important and interesting thing we learn about these early settlement 

communities revolves around the different native languages (the languages the settlers 

came to America with). Speaking a common language was a good reason to stick together 

and, being close to neighbors whose language you may have been familiar with from back 

in your home country also could play a part in the evolution of settlement patterns. Thus, 

this thesis has noted how the first Czech villages in Minnesota were established with the 

help of and in proximity to those of Germans (people with whom the Czechs might share a 

common language – Bohemia then being part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire – and 

people with whom the Czechs would be familiar with cooperating with back home). 

 From the research material available, and, especially from Habenicht's work, the 

importance of the role of the church in these early settler communities is emphasized. In 

the undeveloped villages of densely wooded Minnesota, the churches were the first 

unifying element the villagers had in their native language.   

 In the initial part of this study, several of the forces motivating the Czechs to leave 

their native Bohemia are discussed. From the few sources of information on Minnesota 

available, there is one more notion that was discovered, which should be mentioned; and, 

this was land and independence as a tiller of one’s own soil. The dangerous journey across 

the ocean and the ensuing journey overland, as well as the initial months and years of 

turning virgin soil to the plow was worth the trouble to the immigrant for the reason that, 

in the end, they would finally be able to farm on their own and be their own masters – 

something that would have been almost impossible back home.  

 The research material available for the writing of this thesis, clearly indicated the 

importance that the letters that the pioneer settlers sent back to the home-country had on 

producing what is referred to as ‘chain immigration’. Such chain immigration is clearly 

also one of the factors behind the development of communities in America that were 

centered around speaking a native (European) language. The newcomers were helped by 

the earlier settlers who taught them how to work the soil and make a living and life for 
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themselves in a new and very different land. In many cases, these newcomers were also 

provided with their boat tickets to get to America by those who had come here before them. 

This was because it was almost totally unaffordable for many to come to the United States 

with the resources they would have had on their own in Bohemia. What is, on the other 

hand, missing is a clear pattern of the way in which the Czechs traveled far into the mid-

western and western part of the North American continent. This would be retrievable only 

from the letters sent back home or from the personal memoirs.  

 In addition, the research material available, which had a focus on Minnesota, was 

also focused on just the Czech community. Thus, it was impossible to get a picture in which 

the Czechs were put into a context of the overall patterns of immigration to the state. This 

should also be, as it was suggested above, one of the subjects of the possible further 

studies. 
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