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B.A. THESIS 
AMERICAN LITERATURE SPECIALISATION 

Czech Immigrants in Minnesota; History and Critical Bibliography 
Jakub Škopek 

 
In Mr. Škopek’s own words, “this thesis takes a look at the reasons for the emigration of 
Czechs from Bohemia to the United States and how this emigration began in earnest after the 
European revolutionary year of 1848. It also takes a look at the related steps and procedures 
emigrants took to make this journey possible.” The focus is apparently on Czech immigration 
to Minnesota, although only pages 26-33 are devoted to this issue, disregarding the section 
“Other and Future Research” (which argues that a more in-depth analysis of Czech settlers in 
Minnesota in fact cannot be accomplished while based in the Czech Republic, and which 
reads rather like a “Research Proposal.”)  
 
As a developing project, Mr. Škopek’s text is captivating; as a BA thesis, it is unfortunately 
rather under-researched and sketchy. The section “Leaving Bohemia and Arriving in 
America” presents a standard history of Czech immigration to America, based largely on 
Polišenský’s account. There are a few factual mistakes; e.g. it is not true that “[t]he first 
treatise about the new world was written and released in 1506 by the book printer Mikuláš 
Štětina”—this was the first account about the “New World” in Czech, but for the most part it 
was a translation of Vespucci’s letter. Augustin Heřman was not “the first person from 
Bohemia whose arrival on the (North) American soil was of note and recorded”—but possibly 
the first immigrant. Or, to argue that between Heřman and the second half of the nineteenth 
century, nothing significant happened in terms of Czech immigration to America is 
questionable; besides personalities such as Jan Nepomuk Neumann, František Vlasák or Karel 
A. Postl, Mr. Škopek could have at least mentioned the Moravian Brothers. 
 
The section that outlines the character of post-1848 immigration could have incorporated 
primary sources that would liven up the textbook-like narrative based again largely (though 
not exclusively) on Polišenský. Surely there are some primary sources available even in the 
Czech National Library. Finally, while the section on Minnesota would certainly benefit from 
material available only in the U.S., it could have been more thoroughly researched and the 
existing material (e.g. the letters from Hospodář or Esther Jerabek’s freely available articles 
from Minnesota History) could have been analysed critically rather than merely presented.  
 
Focusing on what there is: could Mr. Škopek discuss the relationship of the Minnesota settlers 
with their homeland? We read: “As time went on, nationalistic feelings tended to wane [. . . ]. 
Once the community was more or less settled and life itself wasn’t directly threatened, the 
clinging to nationalistic feelings for the home country was replaced by a feeling of now 
belonging to a new country.” Was/is this really the case? Is not the existence of various 
expatriate associations, periodicals, cemeteries, etc. evidence to the contrary? Or were the 
Czechs in Minnesota different from those in Chicago or New York? Why?     
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Stylistically, the text is acceptable with the exception of frequent contractions, erroneously 
indicated block quotes and occasional errors such as “After arrival in a port (most commonly 
New York), the thesis sketches out the patterns in which the new immigrants started to seek 
their fortune.” 
 
My proposed grade is very good (velmi dobře).  
 
 
 
Pavla Veselá, PhD. 
September 4, 2011 


