
Abstract 

 This thesis takes a look at the reasons for the emigration of Czechs from 

Bohemia to the United States and how this emigration began in earnest after the 

European revolutionary year of 1848. It also takes a look at the related steps and 

procedures emigrants took to make this journey possible. A primary focus of this 

report will be the Czech immigrants that settled in Minnesota; however, the initial 

part of this work applies generally to Czech immigration to America.  

 The first part of the thesis examines some of the political and social 

circumstances in Bohemia (as well as in much of Europe generally) that were 

responsible for the waves of immigration that took place in the second half of the 19th 

century. The thesis takes a look at how the people learned about America and about 

the possibilities of traveling there. The thesis also examines how the journey was 

made from Bohemia to one of the German ports of embarkation, as well as the 

difficulties and risks awaiting emigrants in such cities. Finally, this section explains 

the tremendous impact the new changes in sea travel – from sail to steam – had on 

the rapid rise in the numbers of immigrants coming into the United States. 

 In the following section, the thesis considers some of the general difficulties 

faced by all new immigrants once they had landed on American soil. The problems 

faced when arriving in New York at mid-century at Castle Garden or by the end of the 

century at Ellis Island are outlined as well as the problems that had to be anticipated 

at all ports with respect to moneychangers and false travel agents. After arrival in a 

port (most commonly New York), the thesis sketches out the patterns in which the 

new immigrants started to seek their fortune – working in cities, breaking land, 

establishing a farm and colonizing new areas in the expanding western frontier of the 

country.  

 Having taken a more general look at the whys and hows of emigration and 

immigration, the thesis will focus on a brief history of the Czech settlements in 

Minnesota and the first Minnesota settlers. The first Czech farmers that arrived in the 

state at the site of the future New Prague in the 1850s had to face enormous 

difficulties in starting to farm as much of Minnesota was covered with forest.  



 After their first tough years and the establishment of a group of primary 

settlements, more and more people from Bohemia started to head towards this state. 

This process is sometimes referred to as chain immigration because the second wave 

immigrants was often made up of relatives or friends of the first settlers and their 

motivation to make the journey was often supported by information and messages 

they had received from America. The section about the settlement of Minnesota 

includes a list of all of the Czech villages and settlements established there. In 

addition to some basic demographic facts, the thesis looks at what the first 30 – 50 

years of the settlement life were like – socially, economically and with respect to 

Czech language-based institutions such as the church, schools and theater. The end of 

this section gives a rough overview of what the community looked like in the years 

preceding World War I. 

 The last part of this thesis includes some comments on the most important 

information sources of research material used to put this thesis study together. The 

important factors which are looked at in these comments are  both the relevance of 

the research material to the study of the general problems and factors associated with 

Czech immigration into the United States and secondly, the relevance to the material 

to a study of the Czech pioneering communities in Minnesota. This last part of the 

thesis also includes some proposals for the direction that further research on the 

topic could take and mention of possible avenues and ways in which such further 

research could be carried out. 


