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OVERALL ASSESSMENT (provided in English, Czech, or Slovak): 

 

The economics literature on the topic of tax havens offshore financial centres is not very 

volumnious. Tomáš aims to empirically determine the factors that influence the origin and 

evolution of tax havens. The thesis of Tomáš summarizes the existing literature quite well and 

is a solid contribution to the literature on its own merits. Although generally I am very 

happy with what Tomáš has wrote and achieved in his excellent thesis, in this assessment 

I am going to mostly focus on what could be improved. 

The main contribution of Tomáš is in the empirical section of his thesis. One of the 

advantages of his approach that he first replicates the results of an existing academic paper on 

this topic. This is what economists (and possibly other scientists) should do more often than 

they do and it should be more valued by the profession. 

The author has overcome all the problems related to the data availability or not very well 

developed economic literature in a very good way. The challenges of causality are rightly 

acknowledged and a few ways how to go around it are suggested and tried, which I consider 

sufficient for a thesis. Future research such as Tomáš’s master thesis might focus on figuring 

out even more consistently how to proceed from examining correlation to causal claims. 

Tomáš has performed a part of his analysis on a 6-year dataset, but not only the length  of that 

period but also the methods used in that might be improved. 

The author has had some problems with clarifying his main contributions and comparing his 

thesis to the existing literature in the earlier drafts, but the final manuscript of his thesis is 

already strong also in these aspects. His understanding of tax havens could be more complex 

than exposed in the introductory chapters (if only by using the existing literature a bit more 

intensively), but for an undergraduate thesis he has demonstrated an extraordinary insight. 

The empirical analysis of corruption is limited by the methods as well as the specific variable 

used, but it is very good that Tomáš introduced it. My own interpretation of his results would 

differ („This is contradictory to the common accusations that tax havens are parasites and 
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money laundering jurisdictions.“) if only because I think that low levels of corruption can go 

very well with money laundering. But this topic is for another - interesting - discussion and it 

would obviously need further evidence to support the arguments. 

Overall, I think that Tomáš has written an excellent thesis that should be considered for 

the Dean’s distinction. 

 

In the case of successful defense, I recommend “výborně” (excellent, 1). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF POINTS AWARDED (for details, see below):  
 

CATEGORY POINTS 

Literature                     (max. 20 points) 18 

Methods                      (max. 30 points) 28 

Contribution                 (max. 30 points) 30 

Manuscript Form         (max. 20 points) 20 

TOTAL POINTS         (max. 100 points) 96 

GRADE                          (1 – 2 – 3 – 4) 1 
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EXPLANATION OF CATEGORIES AND SCALE: 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW: The thesis demonstrates author’s full understanding and command of recent literature. 
The author quotes relevant literature in a proper way. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  
 
 
METHODS: The tools used are relevant to the research question being investigated, and adequate to the author’s 
level of studies. The thesis topic is comprehensively analyzed.  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 
CONTRIBUTION:  The author presents original ideas on the topic demonstrating critical thinking and ability to 
draw conclusions based on the knowledge of relevant theory and empirics. There is a distinct value added of the 
thesis. 
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
30  15  0  
 
 

MANUSCRIPT FORM: The thesis is well structured. The student uses appropriate language and style, including 
academic format for graphs and tables. The text effectively refers to graphs and tables and disposes with a 
complete bibliography. 
  
 
Strong  Average  Weak 
20  10  0  

 
 
Overall grading: 

 
TOTAL POINTS GRADE   

81 – 100 1 = excellent = výborně 

61 – 80 2 = good = velmi dobře 

41 – 60 3 = satisfactory = dobře 

0 – 40 4 = fail = nedoporučuji k obhajobě 

 


