
ABSTRACT

- NOUN PLURAL FORMS IN CONTEMPORARY SPANISH

The topic of this work, as the title indicates, is the formation of plural of nouns in 

contemporary Spanish.

The treatise is divided into two major parts: theoretical and practical. In the 

theoretical part, there is a description of the grammatical number as a grammatical category of 

nouns, later compared with grammatical gender. Afterwards, there is a short summary of the 

evolution of plural morpheme from ancient Latin to contemporary Spanish. Spanish nouns are 

divided into several categories according to the affects the plural form has on their meaning. 

A substantial part of the presented essay deals with the formal expression of plural in Spanish, 

meaning a description of the plural morphemes which exist in Spanish. There are specified

fundamental principles regarding the formation of plural in Spanish. It is conditioned 

especially by the origin of the noun itself, by the features of the last letter and by several other

aspects. Spanish nouns are divided into several groups with the overall objective of better 

comprehension. First group is formed by nouns assimilated into the Spanish morphological 

and phonological system, they are subsequently divided depending on their last letter. Second 

group comprises nouns originally from Latin, French or English that have conserved some 

characteristics of their original language, which complicates the formation of plural. In 

particular sections, there are treated compounds, proper names, abbreviations, acronyms and 

signs.

The practical part of the essay is based on an analysis of online Spanish linguistic 

corpus CREA, which contains documents, mainly written, in contemporary Spanish. By using 

this corpus, the preceding theoretical topic in this essay is confronted with the actual use of 

the Spanish language. The objective of this analysis is to discover whether or not Spanish 

speakers tend to use certain plural forms and if there is any evolution in time, and if the origin 

of the speakers affects the overall derived conclusions. The analysis concentrates on cases of 

plural forms, which are treated differently in various books, and on nouns which have several 

possibilities of plural formation. The corpus demonstrates the large heterogeneity of plural 

forms both in Spain and in Latin America.
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