
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 

Jana Vrchovecká: From the sensual experience to the transcendental one 
 
 
   The tradition of sensualism or vitalism is rarely represented in the French literature. During the 

twentieth century several authors tried to revive this tendency. The first apologist was André 

Gide, whose work Les Nourritures terrestres (1893) was considered as a doctrine of the sensual 

attitude, and for its spiritual overlap it was even called The New evangel. The deification of the 

material aspect of the reality becomes the link with the last holder of the Nobel Literature Prize: 

Jean-Marie Gustave Le Clézio. In his early essay: L’Extase matérielle (1968) he also exalts the 

sensual experience as the base of the transcendental one.  

   The first part of the work compares the authors’ sensual attitude in the mentioned works by the 

analyse of the particular senses. The synchronic participation of all them should provoke the 

second state of consciousness whose first grade is the ecstasy and the most desired one is the 

prophetic mind. 

   The second part analyses the factors that contribute to this double objective. The necessary 

condition is the anchoring in the present moment. Both the authors worship the cult of the Sun 

which substitutes the traditional notion of the God. However, the individual must also cut out the 

bonds that impede his liberty: the roots tying him to the home, the attachment to the property and 

finally the sentimental bonds including the family ones. 

   Those conditions or obstacles of the free realization of being build the main points of the 

sensualist attitude preached by the two authors. By the comparing analysis the work tries to 

reveal the modifications of the virtual doctrine and its real chance of realization. 
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