
Connection of the magic potion and the adulterous love in 
comparison of medieval books: Cligès and Tristan et Iseut 
This thesis treats connection of magic potion and adulterous love. Main 
analyzed literary works are legend of Tristan and Isolde and Cligès. Another book is 
included to them: Frayre de Joy et Sor de Plaser because of its close relationship to 
those works by its topic of love and magical element. 
Many authors have composed books about the myth of Tristan and Isolde. 
This work is based on its French versions, written by Béroul, Thomas, Marie de 
France, Folie Tristan of Berne and Oxford, and Old Norwegian Saga whose author 
did not write it in French, but it had complete Thomas`s version as a model. Chrétien 
de Troyes, famous medieval writer, has created Cligès. The last literary work used in 
this thesis is an Occitan novel by an anonymous author. 
Theme of love triangle in Tristan and Isolde corresponds with the one in 
Cligès. It consists of a husband, a wife and her lover who is her husband’s nephew. 
There are magic potions having great influence on the love of the main heroes in 
both of these stories. Freyre de Joy et Sor de Plaser has got a similar theme of the 
extramarital love and the magic herb. 
First chapter dwells on legend of Tristan and Isolde, the authors, main 
characters and the story. Next part concerns the Cligès and its author, and the Frayre 
de Joy et Sor de Plaser. Last chapter describes and analysis magical element in all 
the books, furthermore it characterizes courtly love and the interpretation of this kind 
of love in these literary works. The conclusion of this work describes connection of 
magical objects and extramarital love. 
This connection is having key influence on the story of all analyzed books. It 
causes many twists in the plot and leaves fascinated readers even today. 


