
Abstract 

Although these days, we can perceive the right for environmental information as 
something automated and quite natural in a democratic society, we must realize that it was far 
from it in the past. Hand in hand with the principle of secretiveness of state administration, 
the public had virtually no possibility to obtain information concerning not only the state of 
the environment but also general information concerning almost anything. It is not surprising 
after all because before 1989, neither the general right for information nor the right for 
environmental information were protected by law, less alone by the constitution. 

Nevertheless, the democratic changes which took place after the Velvet Revolution 
produced changes also in the field of the right for information and this right was, both 
generally - as a right for information, and specifically - as a right for environmental 
information, included in the legal regulation of the greatest legal force, the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and Freedoms, which became a part of the constitutional order of the 
Czech Republic on the basis of the resolution of the Czech National Council presidium No. 
2/1993 Coll. On the basis of its constitutional protection, the right for environmental 
information was provided for also by law (Act No. 123/1998 Coll.) and thanks to this, the 
public can enjoy undisturbed exercise of this right with greater or smaller difficulties these 
days. 

Despite the above-mentioned, I am convinced that although the above-mentioned act 
can be in many respects perceived as one not corresponding to the European and international 
standards to which the Czech Republic pledged by adoption of the Aarhus Convention and 
joining the European Union (it concerns in particular insufficient transposition of the 
Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2003 on 
public access to environmental information, and the failure to comply with provisions of the 
above-mentioned Convention), it is still necessary to perceive it as a democratic safeguard of 
legitimate and transparent functioning of state administration that is obliged, provided that 
statutory conditions are met, to provide the requested information to applicants without 
further requirements. In addition, if we realize the importance of protection of the 
environment as such, the embodying of the right for information about the state of 
environment into the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms and later in the Act on the 
Right for Environmental Information represents a significant success which we, being the 
citizens of the Czech Republic, should not only appreciate but we should also learn to use it 
appropriately so that the environmental protection becomes an everyday part of our lives. The 
basis of such process is the right for complete and timely information about the state of the 
environment. 

 


