
Abstract 

Euthanasia was and still is one of the most controversial topics. It is a complex 

problem that involves religious, moral, medical and legal aspects.   

 My thesis is focused on euthanasia in relation to the law. The aim of the thesis is 

to analyse the issue of euthanasia from the perspective of legislation in the Czech 

Republic.          

 The thesis consists of five chapters.      

 The first chapter contains introduction to the topic of euthanasia.   

 The second chapter is devoted to the definition of term euthanasia. Euthanasia is 

a word of Greek origin („eu“– good and „thanatos“– death). Its meaning is good, 

beautiful or merciful death. Nowadays the term is used in the sense of intentionally 

termination of life on request to relieve pain and suffering. This chapter also includes 

the definition of forms of euthanasia.      

 The third chapter is focused on euthanasia in the sense of killing on request. In 

this meaning, euthanasia has never been explicitly regulated in the Czech Republic. But 

it does not mean that the issue of legislation of euthanasia is not actual.  This chapter 

is subdivided into the three parts. The first part is about history of legislation of 

euthanasia. The second part is concentrated on legal classification of euthanasia 

according to the Czech Penal Code. The last part contains the ideas de lege ferenda. In 

this context, there is a comparison with the foreign legislation.   

 The fourth chapter is devoted to „euthanasia largo sensu“. The chapter consists 

also of three parts.           

 The first part is about passive euthanasia and deals with the patient’s refusal of 

vital treatment, institute of previously expressed wishes and ending of medical futility. 

 The second part is focused on indirect euthanasia.     

 Finally, the third part contains treatise of assisted suicide. This part deals with 

the legislation of assisted suicide in the Czech Republic and in selected foreign 

countries.          

 My own opinion on the issue is expressed in conclusion. 

 


