
This graduate thesis analyses the EU security policy towards the Maghreb between 2005 and 2010. It
does so in order to ascertain to what extent the level of practical policy corresponds with the level of
declarations. Also, by using the promotion of democratic governance in the Maghreb countries under the
ENP as s case study, the thesis means to challenge the proposition that European Union can be described
as a ‘Normative Power’. First chapter briefly presents the concept of ‘Normative Power Europe’.
Following section looks at the European Security Strategy and localizes the primary position of the goal
of democracy promotion in the document. Third part gives an overview of the European policy towards
the Mediterranean under which EU relations with the Maghreb have been framed. Most attention is paid
to the European Neighbourhood Policy. Next chapter examines the level of practical EU policy. It
consists of three separate case studies of European policy towards Tunisia, Morocco and Libya between
2005 and 2010. The fifth and final part qualitatively analyses the way four factors (trade, energy,
migration and terrorism) contributed to the structuring of relations of Tunisia, Morocco and Libya with
Spain, France and Italy. The thesis arrives at the conclusion that while at the declaratory level the EU
strives to present itself normatively and frames its strategies in this way, at the practical level its policy
is shaped by a number of material interests and pursuing of its value-based objectives is relegated to a
secondary status.


