
The main thema of my work is dying both in the history and at present in relation to
the possibility of a home care by means of the palliative care. The possibility to take care of
the patient in the family circle should be an obviosity today the same way as it was in the
past.
In this thesis I offer a view of dying and the other world in ancient Egypt and Greece,
describing how an ill man was being prepared for his death or what funeral rituals existed.
An integral part of this work is also the conception of the other world of these two
civilizations because the vision of that coming after the death influenced very much those
days life, illness and death.
In the second part of my work I analyze in brief the history of the care for the ill
people and the birth of institutional care, the beginnings of the hospice movement and its
ideals followed by the analysis of paliative care as the comeback to the dignified care of
deathward. I am also concerned with the thema of medical ethics, euthanasia and dystanasia.
As the home care of the patient is not possible every time, in the last chapters I analyze the
care in medical facilities, where I also draw my own experience and look for possible
improvements so that even in these conditions the seriously ill and deathwards should be
treated with a dignity nad heart.


