
ABSTRACT           

  

Principles of private law   

 

The reason of choosing „Principles of private law“ for my thesis is that private law is 

built on untouchable values. For example, basic values like freedom and equality, which are 

represented by these principles. Many of them are indispensable in the relation of 

functionality of the whole system of law. Most of them have Roman law origin.    

  The purpose of my thesis is to describe and summarize the main principles of private 

law that mostly appear in Czech law, especially in civil law. It also examines the influence of 

re-codification of private law on these principles and relationship between them.   

 The thesis is composed of two parts.       

 Part one, named general part, is introductory and defines different meanings of 

principles of law in Czech jurisprudence. It deals with historical perspective (Roman law 

connections to principles of law) and philosophical context (represented by concepts of legal 

positivism, theory of natural rights and sociological concept of law) of principles of law. It 

also describes the theory of principles of law by Ronald Dworkin.    

 Part two, named specific part, focuses on principles of private law and contains the 

overview of them. It deals with legal regulations of these principles and their definitions 

according to judicial decisions. It also examines the place, meaning, function and the 

relationship between them. Private autonomy is considering as the main principle of private 

law, because of its axiomatic focus.        

 But it’s obvious, that none of these principles can be considered as absolute. Even 

freedom has to be restricted to ensure equality in the legal relationship.   

 The re-codification of private law is also built on these principles and the proposal of 

the new civil code mentions them often. It also adjusts more principles explicitly in the 

opposite of valid civil code. The main function of principles of private law, is to be a 

corrective against clear injustice. They are also using as a guide for legal interpretation. 
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