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Abstract (english):  

Bylaws and the legal system of the Czech Republic 

 

The purpose of my thesis is to provide some theory on bylaws which will help to 

identify their existence and particularly the legal obligations and/or rights they 

constitute. 

I located areas in which the bylaws may exist in the context of the legal system 

of Czech Republic, conditions of their valid promulgation and other circumstances 

when they may constitute legally binding obligations or rights. This thesis uses the term 

bylaws for the abstract normative acts which are not generally binding and which do not 

constitute the common contracts, i.e. the common concept in which they are used within 

the current Czech law. 

Bylaws are traditionally considered out of the scope of interest of the academic 

as well as the professional lawyers as  legal documents of a very low degree. Yet they 

exist and proliferate nearly everywhere and establish  a vast amount of various legal 

obligations or even rights  which the average  citizen quite often finds difficult to even  

become aware of. Despite this there has been no monograph on the topic and no 

systematic theory by the Czech legal jurisprudence has been neither created nor 

published. Instead, bylaws are typically dealt with  by various legal books and papers in 

a rather fragmentical fashion  or they become an incidental part  of such publications 

which focus on different major topic(s). 

Chapter one provides  a survey of the inner structure of the Czech legal order. Its 

purpose is mainly to provide the context of bylaws as well as their negative definition 

because bylaws are not the sources of law. 

Chapter two contains the research of bylaws as fragments  that are found spread 

within various legal texts that deal with different branches of law as well as the 

jurisprudence. 

Chapter three contains the synthesis of the researched matter. It provides the list 

of commonly recognized types of bylaws and some methods of their categorization. It 

has been discovered that theoretically the most  prolific approach to deal with bylaws is 



to locate the type of the legal title which causes the legal binding of a person by the 

specific bylaw. There are basically only three major types of such legal titles. 

Chapter four provides the description of several important judiciary  findings  

which deal with the bylaws from different points of view. One  finding shows that 

bylaws may be complementarily used even for the sentence regarding a penal cause. 

Chapter five summarizes the thesis. It also touches the problem of bylaws 

legitimacy and considers their special position within the branch of administrative law. 

Overall,  this thesis provides the research, survey and categorization of 

commonly used types of bylaws  which are used in different branches of the Czech law, 

their attributes, reasons of use as well as legal distinctions of these bylaws. It discovers 

the theoretically as well as practically useful focus of their legal title which causes the 

legal binding of the bylaw.  This way the thesis may present a theoretically new 

approach to bylaws which is relatively simple as well as practical for every day use. It 

also provides the result of the research of relevant court  findings which further  

complements the presented theory. 
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