
 

Abstract 

Conspecific brood parasitism (CBP) is a situation, when female (a parasite) lays egg or eggs 

in a nest of other conspecific female (a host). Then she leaves the nest and doesn’t provide 

any subsequent parental care, such incubation and care for young. To distinguish between 

parasitic and host egg or young could be difficult, because there are not obvious 

morphological differences. CBP was documented in more than 234 species and its frequency 

is different between species, but also between population of the same species. The main aim 

of my master thesis was to describe the degree of parasitism in two population of Common 

Pochard (Aythya ferina). The field work was carried out from 2004-2006 in Třeboň Biosphere 

Reserve and form 2008-2010 in Poodří Landscape Protected Area. We found that the degree 

of CBP is relatively high. In Třeboň was found 72 % (41) of parasitized nests and 32 % (165) 

of parasitic eggs and in Poodří 93 % (39) of parasitized nests and 37 % (153) of parasitic 

eggs. The mean number of eggs per clutch was around 9 and mean number of host eggs per 

clutch was 6 in Třeboň. The mean number of eggs per clutch in Poodří was about 10, and the 

mean number of host eggs was also about 6. The mean number of parasitic eggs per clutch 

was 3 resp. 4. It was also found, that parasitized nests are bigger than unparasitized nests and 

that in Poodří Landscape Protected Area the number of host eggs in the clutch significantly 

decrease with the number of parasitic eggs in the clutch. The number of parasitic females 

involved in one nest was from 1 to 7 in both populations. The mean number of parasitic 

females in one clutch was 2 resp. 3. I found significant positive relationship between the 

frequency of parasitic eggs and breeding density at the level of ponds in Třeboň Biosphere 

Reserve. The frequency of parasitized nests was in accordance with proportion of initiated 

nests during the breeding season in Třeboň. 
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