
Abstract 

Legal regime of municipal waste management 

 

 This work about legal regime of municipal waste management in the Czech 

Republic begins with a chapter about some aspects of the municipal waste, especially 

the quantity in which the CR and the EU produces municipal waste, ways in which 

municipal waste is disposed and percentage limits which should be achieved in 

municipal waste management. 

Next part is started with a short flashback into the history of legislation of waste 

(and municipal waste as well) in the Czech Republic in the last 20 years – follows 

independence of the Czech Republic. Conception of municipal waste did not get throught 

a big changes during that decades, so didn´t the system of municipal waste management. 

In the recent years there have been serious discussions about the new “waste“ law and 

after the new Goverment was elected they started again, also we will see if the new law 

will see the lights of the world. 

 The work then gives an explanation of basic terms – waste and municipal waste – 

in the Czech law and also in the European law. Because of being the member of 

European Union, the Czech Republic has quite similar definitions of these terms – new 

laws were prepared to be conformable with European law. Also the waste hierarchy, 

important for the approach to waste management, is the same in both – the most 

important is waste prevention, followed by re-use, recycling and recovery. Althought 

landfilling should be the last option of waste management, it is unfortunately still the 

most usual way of the municipal waste disposal.  

 The sorting and recycling of waste in the Czech Republic is quite good, one of the 

bests in the Europe, except the biodegradable waste, which should be more composting, 

because we are not able to fulfil demands of the European Union right now. One of the 

most important things is to inform public as much as possible about the right disposal 

with municipal waste. The most of the people know what to do with plastic bottles or 

paper – where should this waste go and how to separate it, but they are not use to work 



with biodegradeble waste in the same way. Instead of landfilling we could make a high 

quality natural compost or get some energy from this type of waste. 

 The main part in the Czech regime of disposal of the municipal waste has the 

municipality. The municipality is ex lege considered to be an author of the municipal 

waste on its territory. Citizens have to lay waste down on places that are intended for it 

and then responsibility lays on the municipality. They can choose from three different 

ways (two based on legislative and one contractual) of how will citizens pay for 

municipal waste. They should choose the one that fit the most for the municipality. Most 

of them prefer paying method that does not take in account the amount of produced 

waste. I think that the main purpose of payment system should be to motivate people to 

prevent waste, but now there is no motivation in the most municipalities, althought 

there are some exceptions. 

 The work often shows examples of how the waste management is executed in 

some European countries and also in different Czech cities. 

 


