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The master thesis called Hearing parents – Deaf child addresses issues concerning 

the specific situation of hearing parents with a hearing-impaired child. It deals with the main 

influences affecting what parents experience in this state of affairs.

Based on Czech and foreign resources, the thesis specifies both theoretically and 

practically these influences on parental experiences. Firstly, general aspects which affect 

experiences in relation to any type of child´s disability are introduced, with particular focus on 

specifics in case of hearing impairment. Secondly, those occurrences are described which 

parents are confronted with only if they raise a hearing-impaired child. 

The theoretical part deals with the etiology of hearing impairment and with abnormal 

features in child development, with emphasis on the field of communication. Further, it 

pursues the subjects of education and cochlear implants. Feelings and experiences of families 

with deaf children are also explored. Moreover, the system of care for children with hearing 

impairment and their families is examined. Finally, a short overview of the life of the Deaf is 

presented. 

In the practical part, the results gained from an analysis of six interviews with parents 

are presented. This part attempts to record how the parents of deaf children perceive different 

aspects of their specific situation, what kind of meanings they ascribe to them and how they 

construe these for themselves. It also describes the issues of non-transparency of hearing 

impairment and its complex and complicated diagnostics. It focuses on communication 

disruption and the matter of cochlear implants. The predicament related to the choice of 

education and training is also detailed there. Common ideas and notions about the life of 

the Deaf and of people with hearing impairment in general are summarized too. Hereafter, 

this part deals again with the subject of etiology and family with a deaf child. It details family 

management strategies and ideas about the quality of life of all family members. Parents´ 

opinions on the system of care are also stated there. 

Initially, this master thesis introduces theoretically the main specifics and problems 

which parents have to face when they have a child with hearing impairment. Then, in the 

practical part, it presents the results based on analyses and interpretations of interviews. 

Finally, the information acquired from these are compared and contrasted with information 

from the theoretical resources. 




