
Summary 

Statutory licenses with reference to the broadcasting of sports events 

 

This thesis is focused on the topic of statutory licenses with reference to the broadcasting 

of sports events. As mentioned right at the beginning of the thesis, the statutory licenses 

belong together with the free use and compulsory licenses to the extra-contractual 

institutes. They enable any third person, while meeting statutory requirements, the use of a 

copyright work or a subject-matter of related rights without a consent of the rightholder. 

The main reason why they were introduced into the international, European and national 

legal systems, was especially the endeavour to achieve a fair balance of rights and interests 

between different categories of rightholders and users of protected subject-matters. 

 

The crucial document on the European level in the field of treatment of exceptions and 

limitations to the rights is the Directive 2001/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 22 May 2001 on the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related 

rights in the information society which provides a comprehensive list of one mandatory 

and twenty facultative exceptions and limitations, as well as the so-called three-step test. 

This Directive is closely discussed throughout the whole thesis. Nevertheless, the widest 

space is dedicated to the Czech system of statutory licenses which was fully harmonised 

with the above mentioned Directive by the Act No. 216/2006 Sb. Each of the statutory 

licenses is described in detail and unclear and vague terms, which might cause troubles to 

the uninitiated, are explained using examples from the literature, practice and judicial 

decisions. 

 

The closer look is given to the limitations of rights of broadcasters of sports events, 

especially to that which provide a right to access to broadcasting of events of major 

importance for society and use short extracts of the broadcasting of events of high interest 

to the public for the purposes of general news programmes. According to the Directive 

2010/13/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, the Audiovisual Media 

Services Directive, were those provisions embodied into the Act No. 231/2001 Sb., on 

Radio and Television broadcasting. At the same time, the Ministry of Culture adopted the 

Regulation No. 233/2001 Sb. which provides the list of events of major importance for 

society covering solely the sports events as the Olympic Games, the World cup soccer, the 



European Football Championship or the World Championship in Athletics. By this 

provisions not only on the national but as well on the European level the public´s right to 

“free” broadcasts of events which attract viewers´ attention all over the world, 

notwithstanding rights of holders of broadcasting rights, was recognized.         

 


