
The mass character of political mobilization is not the only measure for the strength of civil society. It
turns out that, in post-communist countries including the Czech Republic, transaction capacity became
the characteristic of protest movements and initiatives. It referrs to the ability to cooperate, take
advantage of inter-organizational network and share resources and know how. These transactions, to a
certain extent, compensate for poor mobilization capacity, which is typical for new transactional
activism and civic self-organizations. The contrast between "old" social movements, episodic mass
mobilisations, new transactional activism, along with civil self-organization, illustrated that even
without mass mobilization a mature structure of civil society and advocacy organizations can emerge
and operate.
The year 1998 brought the beginning of favorable conditions for political activism. It turns out that the
activity of the "old" activism decreases with the number of members of trade unions, which is typical for
this mode. At the same time, people prefer forms of direct action and direct public protest. Using five
selected case studies we described the nature of episodic mass mobilization, civil ad hoc and informal
self-organization and new transactional activism,whose repertoire is besides petitions and
demonstrations also enriched with culturally oriented repertoire and performances. Two protest
movement has succeeded, at least in part, to enforce their demands, two protest campaigns led to the
emergence of political parties.


