This thesis focuses on spatial distribution of immigrants in Italy. In the beginning, it presents three
migration theories used in the thesis (network theory, Human Capital Model, institutional theory) and
related hypothesis for the research. Then it summarises the migration history of Italy since the Second
World War and the current situation. After that, the tex proceeds to the examination of the spatial
distribution of immigrants in Italy. The examination is done in two ways. First, there is analysis of
statistical data by correlation analysis which tries to find factors which explain the immigrants’
distribution in Italy. Second is the analysis of the results of a survey done in Trieste, Italy, between
March and June 2011 among the two largest groups of immigrants living in the province of Trieste
(those with citizenship of Serbia and Romania). The main results are that one of the most important
factors for the immigrants’ distribution are the job opportunities and better earnings for themselves and
for their families. Interestingly, the network theory wasn’t supported by the research, especially for
Romanians who seem to prefer provinces with less Romanians (and foreigners in general) already
present. After the analysis, the results are compared with the situation in the Czech Republic.

For further research, it would be interesting and important to analyse spatial distribution of different
groups of immigrants in Italy and specific factors that might predict such distribution. On the other hand,
it would be also interesting to analyse spatial distribution of one group of immigrants in different
European states.



