
SUMMARY 

 
The dissertation is aimed at the analysis of various strategies and approaches of the 

international community in solving conflicts having originated due to the dissolution of 

former Yugoslavia since 1991. It is divided into two sections – the former being devoted to 

the historiographical description of events taking place in the particular countries with main 

focus on various peace plans and other initiatives proposed and suggested by the international 

community, while the latter emphasizes potential security threats that might be faced by the 

region. At the same time it is trying to offer lessons from the mistakes and failures made in 

the past, since these could become relevant for the international community when dealing 

with potential new conflicts. Current probability of the origin of new security threats in the 

form of ethnic conflicts was selected as the main criterion for the selection of countries 

analyzed in the dissertation – this is also why Croatia is excluded; although it was a 

significant player of ethnic conflict in 1991-95, due to considerable elimination of Serbian 

minority representation as a result of the Operation Storm this country does not further 

constitute a relevant melting pot, where ethnically motivated tensions could rise again. Hence, 

the analysis is targeted at two regions – the first one being Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is 

still unable to successfully end the political stalemate. This situation largely stems from the 

highly dysfunctional consociative system, as well as from completely different perceptions of 

three Bosnian ethnic groups regarding the legitimacy of the state as such. Another region is 

created by Albanian areas primarily including Kosovo, Preshevo Valley and north-western 

Macedonia. Here the potential of instability results from hypothetical Albanian aspirations to 

the unification within one state entity. This would mean another revision of Balkan borders, 

now relying exclusively on the ethnic principle. 

 

 There are several key issues mentioned in both sections of the dissertation. Regarding 

the chance of the international community to efficiently prevent the SFRY from dissolving 

there is stated that this chance was regretfully wasted during the time when it was still 

possible to take it and use it. This happened no only since the Yugoslav conflict potential was 

underrated, but also because the international community was in need to deal with more 

substantial issues related to the failure of the then bipolar geopolitical system. Later on it was 

only possible to focus on particular strategies how to manage the break-up without resorting 

to violence, which, at the end of the day, was not performed successfully mainly due to 

several inaccurate decisions (such as premature recognition of BaH or rigid application of the 



uti possidetis principle). When judging the Dayton peace plan it is stressed that the only 

option how to finally terminate the neverending conflict was to accept a compromise calling 

for significant concessions from all participating parties. Preferring the civic principle to the 

ethnic one was not feasible under the given circumstances. The international community 

engagement in the Kosovo situation is assessed highly critically, especially the diplomatic 

disaster at Rambouillet. Furthermore there are a good number of particular examples being 

mentioned, where events tended to be judged by double standard and the general public was 

misinformed by producing false data in order to make the foreign policy towards Kosovo 

more legitimate. 

 

 Existence of the ICTY is praised as a significant contribution to justice and legal 

environment in the Balkans, however, there are a certain number of cases under critical 

scrutiny when the Tribunal was acting either unprofessionally, or was probably unable to face 

the political pressure resulting from its very institutional embedding. These cases include the 

incapability to examine the controversies of the Operation Allied Force, incompetence of the 

OTP in the Seselj case, or neglecting the witness protection in the case of Haradinaj. An 

evaluation of a general ICTY strategy is also a part of this chapter – since unlike the 

Nuremberg Tribunal it put main emphasis on genocide and crimes against humanity, this 

attitude resulted into some “distribution” of guilt between the indictees from all countries. 

Sufficient space is devoted also to one of the most serious causes being now present in the 

Western Balkans – the alleged engagement of high KLA representatives in organ trafficking. 

 

 Critically is being assessed not only the secessionist policy of main RS representatives 

headed by prime minister Dodik, but also the „civic“ initiative of some Bosniak politicians, 

which is actually quite often just a way how to disguise ethnically inspired Bosniak 

nationalism benefiting from the plurality of this ethnic group in the country. It is stated that 

the international community engagement – primarily embodied in the OHR – cannot last 

forever, moreover, even nowadays its position is de facto boldly limited. If the international 

community wishes to end the political stalemate, it has got to put the representatives of all 

three ethnic groups under greater pressure than it occurred during recent Butmir talks. 

However, it shall not become subject of a one-sided policy, e.g. by promoting unitarist 

solutions. Albanian Balkan areas vary in terms of loyalty to their Slavic states, as well as of 

the representation of minorities, nevertheless, bigger conflicts of the „Kosovo“ scale are 

unlikely to occur, esp. due to altered geopolitical priorities of key players headed by the USA. 


