
This final thesis makes an attempt to give account of the development of fiacre and cab carriage 

transport in Prague.

It concentrates on two main themes. Firstly, it deals with the development of this type of transport in 

the historical, cultural and industrial growth of the city, technical aspects and institutions. Secondly, 

the thesis attempts to capture the charm of old Prague dominated by this phenomenon of horse 

drawn public transport throughout the whole of the 19 century. 

Since horses were the main driving power in the city at that time, Prague absorbed them and made 

them part of its culture. Many sights and crafts remind of the specific horse culture in the city. There 

are not only various pieces of horse tack, former stables and riding halls, but also means of transport, 

such as horse-drawn wagons and cabs of today’s tourist promenade transport. Part of the charm of 

the city was also linked with the typical men-about- town coachers or cabmen who have been part of 

the atmosphere of the city until today, and the author also tries to show their everyday life.

The thesis describes the overall development of the public transport in Prague from the first punts 

and rafts, ferrying passengers across the Vltava River, and sedan chairs, carrying their customers 

along the streets of old Prague, via the first horse-drawn omnibuses - forerunners of buses - the 

arrival of the first steam trains at new municipal railway stations, and horse-drawn trams (street cars) 

- forerunners of eclectic trams - to the first bicycles, motor cycles, cars, electric trams, buses, 

trolleybuses and the underground.

Fiacres since the end of the 18 century (1789) and cab carriages since the mid-19 century (1854) 

were a distinctive phenomenon of Prague transport. It existed alongside with other modes of 

transport and had been their equal counterpart until the equilibrium was lost.

At the beginning of the 19 century people used to walk around the town and especially the burghers 

were very proud of that mode of transport and considered it their attribute as against the nobility 

and Church dignitaries travelling in coaches and sedan chairs. Gradually, however, more and more 

customers-passengers started using the cab carriages. Movement and speed became the motto of 

the times following 1848.

After the abolition of serfdom in 1781 already people started to leave the country for Prague. After 

the peasant emancipation and the abolition of corvée, after what was termed the springtime of 

nations in 1848, urban bourgeoisie and small crafts began to grow. At that time also new cultural and 

social life got under way. New associations and societies were set up and as time progressed even 

political parties were established. The Sokol movement sports club was founded and various dance 

evenings and balls were connected with its activities during the ball season. New schools and 

theatres were open, exhibitions and fairs were held, people celebrated various feasts together. 

Moreover, new railway stations were built and helped to create opportunities to travel round the 

town and outside its limits. More and more people, both from other parts of the country and from 

abroad, kept coming to Prague; the city started to grow, town development increased, and workers, 

apprentices, journeymen, students and artists commuted to Prague as well. As a consequence, the 

number of inhabitants rose and Prague became a modern city with new offices, administrative 

centres, hospitals, care centres, hotels and restaurants. All these aspects required transport within 

the city, and fast connection and greater capacity of the means of passenger transport were called 

for.



Two-seat cabs and four-seat fiacres could not suffice. They were forced out of the urban transport 

market and had to make way to means of mass transport with greater capacity, and also faster, such 

as electric trams, buses and others. That is why the horse drawn carriages concentrated on taking 

tourists from railway stations to the city centres and back, at night to balls and theatres (especially 

cabs), to social gatherings, such as exhibitions, fairs, carnivals, and family occasions, such as baptism, 

confirmation, wedding, funeral.

After 1948 they even ceased to be a tourist attraction and disappeared from Prague altogether. Their 

role was taken over by a special car transport – the nationalized taxi service.

The times of fiacres and later on of cabs fall between 1781, when the first application for a licence to 

operate a fiacre service was submitted, and the beginning of the year 1920, and seem to reflect our 

national revival, from the abolition of serfdom on 1 November 1781 to the adoption of the 

Czechoslovak constitution on 29 February 1920. The period of fiacres and cab carriages is thus closely 

linked with the revival of the Czech language and Czech culture in Prague and Czech lands.

Today this type of transport is only a tourist attraction of old Prague located in the Old Town, in its 

traditional stand, though now the only one, in the Old Town Square. It operates from 1 April to 31 

December, daily from 10am to 10 pm, in two shifts (10pm – 4pm and 4pm-10pm)

                          




