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This dissertation deals with representations of different aspects of globalization in the contemporary Dutch 

novel. The main questions are: 

1. Which representations of the aspects of globalization can be found in the  contemporary Dutch 

novels analyzed in this dissertation? 

2. Are there relations between the knowledge of this phenomenon in specialist literature and in the 

fiction analyzed in this dissertation? 

3. Which points of view do literary texts take with respect to globalization? 

The research method is based on the theory of cultural representation, but the traditional instruments of 

literary theory are also employed. The goal of the dissertation is to survey discourse about globalization in 

the analyzed fiction; the terminology is derived from the specialist, especially sociological, literature on 

this phenomenon from 1990 on. Globalization is considered a complex process which was accelerated 

mainly after 1989 by communication technology, the development of the world economy and politics 

(especially the fall of the Iron Curtain). The survey of literary discourse is divided into three domains: 

cosmopolitanism (i.e. the conceptual and cultural aspect), consumption and consumerism (the economical 

aspect), and social polarization, mobility and migration (the social aspect). The corpus consists of thirteen 

Dutch and Flemish novels from the period 1989-2007. They are analyzed in three individual parts by 

means of current terminology. 

Research has shown that the point of view taken by the literary texts about globalization is principally 

pessimistic. Cosmopolitanism is not presented as a realistic option because it is hindered by xenophobia 

and excessive Western individualism. Besides that, there are obvious warnings against consumerism – the 

consumer is being manipulated; consumerism causes frustration and addiction; no responsibility is 

attached to enormous consumption. Sharp criticism is to be heard concerning social inequality: the world 

population is socially polarized, which is considered absolutely unjust. On the other hand, it is suggested 

that rescue for a self-satisfied Europe must come from outside. In some texts, hope is pinned on youth 

and/or women (natives as well as immigrants) – it is suggested that they want to create their identity 

themselves to work on a better future. In general, the analyzed literary texts present globalization as a real 

phenomenon with manifold, principally negative, consequences for people from all around the world. 


