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1. ASSESSMENT OF THE THESIS CONTENT 

 

ASSESSMENT CATEGORIES MARK 

 

Relevancy of the topic in relation to the current scientific knowledge: 1 

Originality of the thesis, contribution to the science subject field: 1 

Integrity and scale of sources and literature relevant to the subject study: 1 

Ability for critical appraisal of the sources: 1 

Standards of working with sources: 1 

Methodology and its relevancy to the subject study and thesis goals: 2 

Logic of the thesis structure: 1 

Ability to argue, cohesion and coherence of the argument: 1 

Terminology in the relevant field: 1 

Adhesion to the citation norm: 2 

Language, stylistic and formal standard of the thesis: 1 

 

COMMENTARY: 

 

As Taylor Smoot states, “(…) the United States has spent $440 billion on military operations in 

Afghanistan (…).“ In his Thesis, he focuses on the US effort to create and sustain “a working 

stable and effective democratic government through the use of ´soft power´.“  

 

The theoretical chapter provides an introduction to concept of power and soft power. Taylor 

Smoot covers a wide range of researchers who define and work with the concept of ´soft power´ 

(Nye, Gray, Zahran and Ramos, Ebeling, and others). He was certainly able to provide a 

theoretical background for his research. In addition to that, he speaks about the US foreign policy 

makers and the use of the concept (e.g. chapter 2.4).  

 

Further chapters prove that the author understands the situation in Afghanistan. He discusses the 

“Afghan context“ (chapter 3.1) and he strives to give an objective picture of the current conflict 

(chapter 3; further chapters). An original research is connected with chapters 5 (“Broadcasting in 



Afghanistan“), 6 (“U.S. Broadcasting in Afghanistan“), and 7 (“Radio Free Europe – Radio 

Liberty“, with a special attention on Radio Azadi). 

 

Taylor Smoot worked independently and based his research on relevant sources as well as on his 

personal experience from the Radio Azadi office in Prague. I evaluate his Thesis as excellent (1) 

– with regard to the Thesis defense. 
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