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The Review of the Dissertation of Jang Seong Jung, The EU Foreign Policy 

towards the North Korea, Its Effects and Limitations 

 

The research question of the thesis of Jang Seong Jung is based on the assumption that the EU 

policy towards the North Korea does not reflect fully communitarian approach (Common 

Foreign and Security Policy is still more intergovernmental) but can be grasped better by 

applying the neo-liberal approach. 

 

Thus theoretically neo-liberalism is explained and instrumental for understanding the topic. 

Methodologically the thesis is using data analysis. The author used secondary sources but 

mainly he used extensively primary sources.  

 

The first chapter is examining the relations between the EU and North Korea and concentrates 

itself on the framework of the EU engagement in North Korea. This phenomenon is necessary 

to perceive in the light of the mutual relations between South Korea and the EU and the 

possible option of reconciliation between two countries divided after WWII. Can we thus 

perceive as it sounds to be in the summary in the first conclusion that the EU plays the role of 

a mediator for North Korea in establishing its role in the international environment? 

 

The second chapter is devoted to the most problematic issues in the relations between the EU 

and North Korea, namely security, nuclear weapons and the protection of human rights. The 

author is analysing shocking data regarding for instance famine, malnutrition of children and 

women, slavery of North Korean women in China or 2 millions of people in concentration 

camps. The third chapter is concentrated on economic issues. 



The fourth chapter is examining the implication of the EU engagement in North Korea from 

neo-liberal approach.  

 

The author is coming to the conclusion that the EU using its soft power could have a chance 

to help as a mediator and a cultivator of North Korea. Nevertheless the EU policy towards 

North Korea has it limits. Can the author explain them? 

 

The thesis is accompanied by a large number of tables and graphs, which help to support the 

author’s statements. 

 

The structure of thesis is logical and the use of primary and secondary sources very well. The 

only weak element is the use of English.  

 

The thesis fulfils all requirements for MA thesis. I suggest the mark: EXCELLENT. 
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