
Abstract 

The aim of this work is to test the ability of three selected theoretical approaches to explain 

the response of the Czech Republic to the American offer to build the ABM radar device on 

the Czech soil. These theories are: neorealism, utilitarian liberalism and constructivism. Each 

of these approaches looks at the social reality from a different perspective which allows us to 

view the issue in its complexity and diversity. Each theory also uses a different set of 

independent variables to explain the behavior of the Czech government in this case (these 

variables are: autonomy and influence for neorealism; domestic interests for liberalism and 

international and domestic norms for constructivism). Thanks to this variety of variables we 

are enabled to critically evaluate which key factors played the crucial role in the Czech 

decision-making process in this particular issue and possibly also to point out some assumed 

regularities which might play an important role in forming of the Czech security policy as 

such. The main task of the first chapter is to provide some broader historical and political 

context of the case. Next three chapters are then dedicated to testing of the theories by 

comparing their deductively phrased hypothesis with the value of dependent variable, which 

for our work is represented by the Czech response to the American offer to participate in MD 

program. In our case, constructivism and modified neorealism proved to have the biggest 

explanatory power while, on the other hand, classical neorealism and liberalism were unable 

to provide a suitable explanation for the Czech behavior in this case (despite the fact that 

questions of material security, such as the MD radar base, are largely perceived as the “strong 

cases” for classical neorealism). Our analysis therefore shows that the Czech decision was 

most likely made on normative basis and that the Iranian threat, which was frequently 

mentioned in the official governmental materials, was not the true motive for the Czech 

consent, as this thread lacked both the imminence and the relevancy for the Czech Republic.  

 


