The subject of the submitted thesis: "On the problem of address forms in the Portuguese language - text
analysis” is to analyze the various address forms belonging to noun, pronoun and verb word classes. The
evolution of these forms is emphasized; however, more approaches are considered since evaluating the
diachronic one requires that the synchronic one is also examined. The goal is to look at the issue in
several ways, taking into account the broader historical, political and sociolinguistic issues. The
theoretical part is aimed at the general principles of addressing in terms of external, internal and
historical linguistics and to the evolution of addressing in the Portuguese language. This includes
Portuguese addressing terminology specifics, like the form of voc.

The practical part describes the address forms in Brother Luis de Sousa, the historical Portuguese play
(theatrical) from 1844 set in the beginning of 17th century, comparing these forms to authentic texts
from that period. The conclusion presents the results of the text analyses and sums up the problems
related to the issue of politeness in linguistics.



