
Abstract 

The work is divided into two chapters. In the first one the World’s and Czech poets (chosen 

on the basis of Orten’s list of reading) are analyzed. Those authors could be understood as 

impersonators or predecessors of the existential tendencies and it’s provable Orten knew their 

works well (i.a. Rilke, Rimbaud, Akhmatova, Mácha, Weiner, Halas, Holan, Zahradníček, 

Bonn and Daniel). The second and more voluminous chapter consists of the motives’ and 

topics’ analysis of Orten’s literary work, focused mainly on the poetry and less on the other 

literary genres – notes, letters, prose. The most of his poems and notes is based on the factual 

life experience and their ethos is founded on both existential and Christian moral philosophy. 

There’s also an influence of some other intellectual tendencies and artistic styles like folk 

literature, romanticism, impressionism, less intensively expressionism, naturalism, 

psychoanalysis, surrealism and naturism. To get the coherent interpretation of Orten’s work 

it’s necessary to reflect (beside the existential motives) the pathos of the intimate traumatic 

relationship to the father, the girl(friend)s and the unborn child as well as the deeply Christian 

understanding of reality (connected with the biblical /The Old Testament/ dialogical relation 

to the God, the permanent consciousness of the sin and the fault, the cult of the Mother and 

the concept of the redemption by the suffering and its reflection). Therefore Orten’s works 

resemble the Christian existentialism, especially the work of Kierkegaard, whose subjectivist 

relation to the God and the experience of the faith and the sin are noted for the constant 

inherence of the disbelief and the paradox. The synthesizing nature – the will to the dialogue, 

to the understanding, the reintegration, and the unbroken and fixed harmony – is a very 

important note of the whole of his work. 
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