Abstract

This diploma thesis applies the theoretical concept of Europeanization on a research of the
Czech foreign policy and its changes in relation to the presidency of the EU Council. As a
case study, it analyses different Czech and EU’s positions towards the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and then by comparison of both levels it determines the misfit between Czech and the
EU’s policies in the mentioned agenda. From historical point of view and from contemporary
perspective as well, the Czech Republic is famous for very pro-Israeli attitudes. On the other
hand, the EU is significantly focused on supporting of the Palestinians and building the
Palestinian state. The research is divided into three periods: before the Czech Presidency of
the EU in the years 2004-2008, during the Czech Presidency and then after the presidency
until the end of 2010. The aim of the research is to evaluate changes of the misfit between the
Czech domestic attitudes and the EU’s positions by the example of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict’s issues and then to find out whether the Czech foreign policy has been europeanized
during the studied period. The main question of the thesis asks whether the Presidency of the
EU Council has an impact on longer-term Europeanization of domestic foreign policy. The
thesis has proved that the presidency does not have an influence on stable and long-term
changes in domestic foreign policy. In general, this research has indicated that searching for
causations of Europeanization of domestic foreign policy is problematic and based only on

speculative conclusions.





