Abstract

The diploma thesis deals with analysis of Pavel Kohout’s Novels, which were formed
in the period of seventies to the nineties. This analysis is focused especially on observation of
criminal and detective motifs in novels Katyné, Kde je zakopan pes, Hodina tance a ldsky and
Hvezdna hodina vrahii.

Due to the close interconnection of works and their author, the first part deals with the
life of the writer, and emphasis is put on the period after the year 1968. The thesis also deals
with the topic of criminal literature, with its development and with definition of rules, which
could be found out within this kind of literature. Our intention is to analyze individual works
in the terms of particular motifs and methods, which appears in Pavel Kohout's novels. The
roles of the main characters and their action in connection with crime are analyzed in
particular works. We also observe to what extent are the works influenced by rules and
principles of criminal literature. To the characteristic feature of selected novels belongs

especially the work with suspense and with reader’s expectation.
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