
This thesis called "Crime of murder under Section 140 of the Criminal Code, criminal-law 

and criminological aspects" focuses mainly on description of variety aspects connected with 

the above mentioned crime. It does not thus concentrate only on a legal standpoint. 

In the beginning, it contains history of legal regulation of the crime of murder, depiction of 

punishment for such crime in a "historical" area of the Czech Republic within past centuries, 

as well as development of principles governing the main criminal codes (or regulations) 

throughout history. 

Term and principle of protection of the human life is, as an integral part and key term of the 

thesis, mentioned therein including very precise and detailed definition of the commencement 

and termination of the human life such moment being very important for determination 

whether the murder may have been, in certain cases, committed or not. Actually, right to life 

is also one of essential notions used also in international-law treaties and declarations whose 

list is also contained in the thesis. 

As it follows from the title of the thesis, its core shall be (and, indeed, is) represented by the 

valid legal regulation of the crime of murder under Czech law. After decades of usage of 

socialist criminal code, Act No. 40/2009 Coll., Criminal Code, as amended, has brought very 

modern concept of criminal law comparable to leading European criminal codes. Therefore, 

description and interpretation of the current Czech law in the field of the crime of murder may 

be very useful from the international standpoint. Author of this thesis described therein not 

only substantial elements of the crime of murder, but also some crimes related to it and an 

analysis of institute of euthanasia. 

Punishment for a crime is important not only because of prevention of further commitment of 

violent crimes, but also thanks to its repressive function. Both of these are also explained in 

the thesis along with possible punishments for the crime of murder pursuant to the Czech 

Criminal Code. Notwithstanding from the valid legal regulation, brief reference to the death 

penalty was made in order to describe its historical connection to murder and with respect to 

review of its abolishment in the Czech Republic and its present existence in certain countries. 

Under Czech law, special legal regulation exists with respect to minors and the thesis does 

contain its general description, partially regarding commitment of the crime of murder and its 

consequences for these persons. It is shown that such legal regime does differ very 

substantially from the "common regulation" pursuant to the Criminal Code. 



The author of this thesis paid also part of its attention to the criminological viewpoint of the 

crime of murder. Division of branches of the afore-mentioned scientific discipline was drawn 

up, many statistical conclusions were used and transformed into attachments of the thesis and 

a different approach (not from the standpoint of the criminal law) enriched the thesis with 

many interesting facts and thoughts relating to the murder. 

In conclusion, it was summarized that the crime of murder represents very interesting section 

of the special part of the Criminal Code and all neighboring and subsequent institutes does 

clearly show the basic principles and functioning of the Czech criminal law. 

 


