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1. ASSESSMENT OF THE THESIS CONTENT 

 

ASSESSMENT CATEGORIES MARK 

 

Relevancy of the topic in relation to the current scientific knowledge: 1 

Originality of the thesis, contribution to the science subject field: 2 

Integrity and scale of sources and literature relevant to the subject study: 2 

Ability for critical appraisal of the sources: 2 

Standards of working with sources: 2 

Methodology and its relevancy to the subject study and thesis goals: 3-4 

Logic of the thesis structure: 3 

Ability to argue, cohesion and coherence of the argument: 2-3 

Terminology in the relevant field: 2 

Adhesion to the citation norm: 3 

Language, stylistic and formal standard of the thesis: 3 

 

COMMENTARY: 

 

Bulat Kemalov chose to focus on a very complicated concept of multiculturalism, in particular in 

the context of the Russian Federation. The concept is (with a mixed success) introduced in the 

first (second?) chapter (p. 8). In fact, the Thesis mainly focuses on the Muslim population of the 

country (as promised in its sub-title). The aim is “to find out who are Muslims for Russia and 

what is their real place among the rest of the population“ (p. 5). The author argues that “Islam is 

and will continue to be a logical destiny of Russia“ (p. 5). (He adds: “This idea might seem 

positive for some and nеgаtive for others, but what is important that we cannot get away from it. 

In my opinion, the religious component in the minds of Russian Muslims will increase.“).  

 

The author formulated the following hypothesis (p. 5): “Despite the fact that the Russians 

represent the majority of Russian population, Russia, in fact, cannot practically, in constitutional 

and legal terms, be considered only as a stаte of Russians.“ There are no research questions that 

would help to guide the work further. The work is divided into five parts: the Introduction (titled 

“General Landscape“), three major chapters, and the Conclusion.  



 

Undoubtedly, the Thesis focuses on a very current and pressing topic: Russia’s internal Muslim 

problems are of a great political importance. Bulat Kemalov points at many important and 

interesting facts; his knowledge of the situation is based on his personal experience as well as on 

a wide variety of studied sources. However, many questions remain.  

 

2. QUESTIONS FOR THE DEFENSE 

 

- Several questions stem already from the Introduction (numbered as 1.1). In my opinion, 

the author expresses certain naivite if he believes that “(…) if Russian policy makers 

together with scientists and scholars will take steps and make provision to improve 

present situation then in close future we would be able to say that Russia is a good 

example of a multicultural country with no cultural, religious and еthnic problems and 

conflicts“ (p. 5). Could he shortly summarize his ideas/suggestions for the current 

Russian state policy-makers? (Some are mentioned in the Thesis.)  

 

- Could the author comment on the link between the constitutional design of the Russian 

Federation and problems of Russia´s Muslim population? 

 

3. SUGGESTED MARK 

 

I suggest evaluation of Mr Kemalov´s Thesis as “very good - good” (2-3): with regard to his 

defense. 

 

 

Markéta Žídková 
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