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CONTINUES OVERLEAF
NOTE: Please provide substantive and detailed feedback

Comments (at least 300 words)

E. Konovalova 's dissertation poses as its main priorities a definition of aims of the RFE/RL
broadcasting to the USSR in years of glasnost and perestroika, analysis of the way of present-
ing and affecting of the Soviet reality and of the impact of this broadcasting on the Soviet pub-
lic. Theoretical background is rooted dominantly in agenda setting and framing concepts while
the source background refers partially to RFE/RL archives, partially to interviews with relevant
people from the RFE/RL who have been in charge of the broadcasting agenda relate to the late
USSR; methodology combines both quantitative (data analysis) and qualitative (interpretation)
approaches.

Structure of the dissertation - I would propose historical background and RFL/RL chapter first,
then the rest.

The main problem I see is that the topic is located on the border between media studies and
political science, but the latter is less developed part of dissertation. The author uses terms like
democracy, totalitarian, communist etc., however, we do not know the content. If RFE/RL was
presenting the Soviet reality, which was the idea of the Soviet system behind this presentation.
Also, if we speak that the broadcasting was developing democratic awareness, what s the con-
tent of the word? Is the sense of “democratic awareness” really democratic awareness of shall
we rather speak about the negative content of the word?

In general - very good dissertation!

Specific questions for oral defence (at least 100 words):

1. Was the RFE/RL broadcasting developing “democratic awareness” or just destructing communism?
2. Was the RFE/RL setting agenda and framing completely free of political interfering?




