
Abstract 

 

The American mink is considered to be an invasive, alien species across Europe, North Asia 

and also in South America and now it is perceived as a permanently growing treat for native 

biodiversity. Mink is an extremely adaptable predator, which achieves to adapt to almost any 

conditions and different food niches. 

   The aim of this study was to contribute to cognition of biology of this species in 

Czechomoravian highlands condition. A telemetry study was run between 2004 and 2012 

during which in total six individuals (3 males and 3 females) were being monitored on the 

Sázava River near Havlíčkův Brod. This study was supplemented by  usage of photo traps. A 

couple of finding can be drawn from this study. Mainly, the records show the significant 

differences between sexes. Males and females differ in home range size, in day/night activity 

and in length of day movements. 

   The second part of this study was focused on distinguishing tracks of three different species 

of mustelids: American mink, European mink and  Western polecat. In total, 211 tracks  

obtained from these three species were measured. Seven points on a track has been identified, 

and the computer program Measuring tracks automatically created 131 parameters. These 

parameters were processed with canonical discriminant analysis. The results showed that on 

the base of these parameters it is possible to reliably distinguish these three species from each 

other. The success rate of backward determination using this metod is higher than 94%. 

   The third part of this study is dealing with management of mink population and methods of  

its regulation. The main aim was determine eradication success of American mink with 

catching in wire livetrap on the Šlapanka River. Monitoring of mink presence was made with 

GTC Mink raft. During three years of research 9 trapping periods were performed. In total, 8 

minks were cought (5 males and 3 females). From the check of mink raft at the end of traping 

periods (every November) it was obvious that minks were still at that time present on the 

locality. It is also evident that after three years of trapping  the mink was not removed from 

this locality. This was documented by observation of three rafts with a mink tracks after the 

end of trapping.  

 


