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Abstract: 
 

The Pre-White Mountain Period within the European context brought an 
extraordinary development to the Bohemian Latin education. The experts consider the 
Bohemian Latin education to be at the forefront in European development at that time. 
However, Latin Scholar system in this period was very closely connected to two 
different confessional backgrounds. 

In the Pre-White Mountain Period two basic Latin school systems existed in 
Bohemia, each with a different denominational background. On the Protestant side there 
were Utraquist Latin schools, existing under the direct supervision of the Prague 
University; on the Catholic side Jesuit grammar schools were being gradually built 
under the management of the Jesuit Order. Both confessional school systems formed a 
nourishing base for the two main religious forces that also determined the basic political 
powers in the country. 
Confessional schools enabled the religious-political powers to influence the upcoming 
generations and via their religious education they supported and shaped the main 
religious forces in Bohemia. 

The comparison of the two basic Latin scholar systems in the Pre-White 
Mountain Bohemia has identified number of common features, but also differences, 
coming mainly from their focus on different social classes and also from not quite 
identical objectives of these two scholar systems. 

The Latin Utraquist educational system united with the local university created a 
compact system in this period and it covered the entire territory ofBohemia.Competitive 
Catholic (Jesuit) education concentrated only in some areas of Bohemia. Also their 
teachers had different backgrounds. The members of the Jesuit Order, who provided the 
education in Jesuit Latin Schools, had all gone through a mandatory teaching practice. 
As a result the Jesuit system had enough teachers, although especially young teachers 
weren´t very experienced and some didn´t have the prerequisites for this profession. 
Therefore the quality of education could sometimes vary. Latin Utraquist schools had 
also a constant supply of new teachers, i.e. graduates of the Prague University, and their 
educational activities were under the regular control of the University. Even these 
schools had to face the outflow of teachers who headed primarily to better paid sectors 
of city administration. 

 The social composition of students in the two Latin scholar systems 
differed as well. The Utraquist education focused on young people, mainly boys, from 
urban environment, while the Jesuit schools focused on young noble men or on contrary 
on students from poorer urban and rural population for whom the education meant also 
a chance for their social advancement. 

Both systems were based on the grounds of humanistic education and their own 
religion. The Utraquists were more practically oriented. The scholar texts used at these 
two systems differed as well. The Utraquists were more influenced by the books used in 
European Protestant education, while Jesuit grammar schools used their own textbooks 
compiled by members of the Order. The primary educational method in both systems 
was memorizing. Jesuit schools put more emphasis on rethorical skills, Utraquist 
schools accented the culture of writing. All these differences shouldn´t be understood as 
contradictory, but rather as emphasizing certain elements of teaching that were used in 
both types of schools. 



 
 

The development of these two Latin confessional educational systems in 
Bohemia was strongly affected by the White Mountain events and by the subsequent 
recatholicization of the country. Utraquist Latin schools were forcibly closed making 
room for the development of Catholic grammar schools that in their educational form 
and content built on the tradition and experience of the both Pre-White Mountain 
scholar systems. 
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