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The thesis was written in the collaboration with the international 7th FP EU research project 
GILDED. The thesis focuses on current social and cultural changes associated with the birth 
of the low-carbon society. This society lowers its dependendcy on the fossil fuels, as well as 
the overall energy consumption (and the amount of CO2 emissions as well). These changes 
are driven mainly by the concern of the anthropogenic climate changes. The thesis deals with 
this issues from the social sciences perspective, we use theoretical framework of the 
contemporary cultural ecology. The empirical research methods are mainly sociological and 
combine both qualitative and quantitative approaches. 
Respondents in five regions (including urban and rural areas) of different EU states were 
interviewed and questioned during the study. These states included United Kingdom 
(Scotland), the Netherlands, Germany, the Czech Republic and Hungary. In 2009 about 200 
interviews were held in the study sites, in 2010 about 2500 respondents participated in 
questionnaire study (500 of them in the Czech Rep.) We asked for their attitudes towards 
climate change, opinions on energy demand, possible mitigation measures and the role of the 
institutions in the process. For the case of the Czech Republic, we also present the results 
from so called carbon calculator, the carbon footprint of respondents’ households (amount of 
CO2 emissions produced). 
Results from qualitative studies suggest that there is widespread idea that the change is 
needed. However this is not caused by the perception of climate change, rather by the general 
belief, that current (energy) consumption and environmental pollution trends are 
unsustainable. There is also lack of voluntarism and the strong belief, that government must 
take a lead in this change, to make it possible.  
Quantitative survey shows some differences between countries. People from Germany and 
Hungary are more sensitive to climate changes, while people from Netherlands, Scotland and 
the Czech Rep. are more doubting. But citizens from all sites support the technological 
changes, such as increasing of energy efficiency or renewable energy sources.  
The structure of the carbon footprint of the Czech households reveals the biggest importance 
of heating and food consumption. There is an attitude-action gap between the pro-
environmetnal beliefs of respondents and their emissions. This is due to the importance of 
system (e.g. heating infrastructure), which in some cases limits the possibilities of action. 
However it is probably also caused by the regular value-action gap. Some reasons which can 
explain the nature of this gap are suggested in the qualitative interviews. 


