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The task that Matouš Kurz has set himself in his BA thesis is to examine the use of folklore and 

mythological motifs in selected Irish plays and to assess how this strategy has developed from the time of 

the Literary Revival. As this is potentially a topic for an entire critical monograph, his approach necessarily 

involves radical selection. As a result, the body of the thesis consists in a detailed reading of two plays 

only: The Countess Cathleen by W.B. Yeats, and At the Black Pig’s Dyke by Vincent Woods. Given the use of 

similar folk motifs in these plays and their respective engagement with Irish politics, this is an adequate 

choice, despite its minimal range as regards the intended comparative dimension of the work. 

 

The chief strength in Mr Kurz’s thesis is clearly the discussion of the origins, different textual versions, 

and the first staging of The Countess Cathleen, which is followed by a comprehensive outline of principal 

mythological and folklore elements in the play. As far as mythology is concerned, it is especially the 

treatment of Yeats’s version of the Otherworld that merits attention. Similarly, the outline of the origins 

and the first production of Woods’s play is plausible, and the subsequent discussion of the hunting of the 

wren and the use of this folk custom in the play is flawless (while more could perhaps be said on the effect 

of the mummers’ straw costumes in performance). Moreover, the candidate’s discussion of both plays is 

based on extensive research in and judicious use of the work of folklorists on the one hand, and literary 

historians on the other. 

 

What is problematic is the overall structure of the work, however. The introductory passages on Irish 

history, literature, culture, and contemporary drama are redundant. Furthermore, the comparison that is 

promised in the title is frankly minimalistic, taking up a mere couple of pages that form the conclusion of 

the work. I suggest that the comparison be further developed at the defence of the thesis. 

 

I recommend the thesis for defence and propose to grade it as “very good” or “good”, based on the result 

of the defence. 

 

Prague, 29 August 2012 
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