
 

 

   

 

Liability in International Maritime Transport 

 

Main aim of this thesis is a brief introduction to the maritime law, 

the applicable liability systems, impact of carriage of goods by sea on trade 

in the Czech Republic and possible future development of international trade.  

The relationships in the maritime area may be quite complicated and the purpose of this 

thesis is to present them in a reader-friendly, comprehensible manner. 

 

The original reason that led me into choice of this topic is my personal interest 

in both international trade and ships. International transport may be considered 

as subsidiary to the sale or exchange of goods but is of essential relevance 

for the conclusion of trade.  Approximately 90% of non-bulk cargo is shipped 

via ocean.  The importance of the international maritime transport is therefore 

enormous and together with broadening globalization, the legislation in the area 

of maritime transport gradually increases its effect on the Czech Republic.  Moreover, 

the freight and other costs of shipping considerably influence purchase price of goods.  

Liability is then crucial when deciding who is to bear the costs of loss, damage 

to the goods, late delivery of the goods, insurance, bank payment fees, packaging, etc. 

 

The text is divided into six chapters.  The introductory chapter opens the topic, 

describes the basic subjects and relationships, assesses the main issues and illustrates 

what the conclusion of the thesis should be.  This chapter also presents the aim 

and purpose of the whole paper.  The second chapter deals with mutual relationships 

between provisions of the treaties, EU law and Czech law, their application 

and priority.  Following three chapters approach liability systems under applicable 

international law treaties, namely the Hague-Visby Rules, the Hamburg Rules 

and the Rotterdam Rules, compares relevant provisions of the particular rules 

and discusses consequences. 

 

The last chapter provides conclusion and affirms the hypothesis established 

in the introduction.  The outcome of the thesis highlights the increasing influence 

of the maritime and multimodal transport on trade in the Czech Republic, analyzes 

current trends and proposes unified legal frame for all modes of transport in the future. 


