
 

Abstract: 

 

The dissertation focuses on the impact of authority and grotesque in the U.S. literature of the 

1960s. The key theoretical approaches used for the analysis were: Bakhtinian theory 

concerning popular carnival culture and Vizenor’s theory concerning tricksters, Deleuzian 

notion of repetition and schizoanalysis and the theory of Foucault concerning power and anti-

authority struggles. 

The main task of the analysis was to trace the common and differentiating features which 

were demonstrated in the novels in the form of anti-authority struggles and forms of madness, 

which is viewed as a deliberating force. The authors were chosen for their challenging 

attitudes toward the forms of power exercised over the American society and for the usage of 

the grotesque as a tool to convey a subversive message. The analysed authors were John 

Kennedy Toole and his A Confederacy of Dunces, Kurt Vonnegut Jr. and his Slaughterhouse 

5 and Ken Kesey’s One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. 

 


