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Abstract  

 

 

This thesis examines the linguistic variability of contemporary Tamil short 

fiction. Based on the concept of markedness, it explores the distribution, 

structure, and function of standard, substandard, and superstandard linguistic 

varieties used in current Tamil writings. It concentrates on both individual and 

collective aspects of the use of this diglossic language in literature. 

The source-base for the analysis are short stories of seven Tamil authors 

of different social dialectal background. Authors and their texts recruit from the 

Brahmin, non-Brahmin and Dalit milieu. Historical perspective is brought into 

attention in the analysis of writings of Pudumaippittan, one of the first 

distinguished short-story writers. I observe the shift in the semantic markednes of 

literary and spoken Tamil use in his work, the introduction of the Pillai dialect into 

literature and its infiltration to the literary language, same as the impact of the 

outside sources, i.e., English and Sanskrit, on his writing. 

In the works of another non-Brahmin writer, Baskar Sakti, I examine the 

use and structure of spoken Tamil in contemporary fiction, as well as the 

functionally marked varieties he uses – the special use of literary Tamil, Tamil 

language mixed with another Dravidian language, i.e., Malayalam, and 

Anglicized Tamil of the educated speakers. 

In a comparison of three authors' writings – Jeyakandan, Ambai, and 

Ashokamitran, I pay attention to the differing measures of dialectal markedness 

in their language. The analyzed Brahmin dialect is compared between the works 

of an author of a non-Brahmin background who employs it primarily for 



characterization in his stories, a Brahmin writer who does not identify herself as 

Brahmin through the language she uses and a Brahmin author who, through his 

language, identifies himself in his writings with the Brahmin community. 

The analysis of language in Dalit literature emphasizes the need of 

alternate aesthetic and linguistic paradigms in the texts of Dalit writers. In the 

stories of Imaiyam, I observe a successfull preservation of diglossia in a 

language which corresponds to the experience of brutality and aggression faced 

by the marginalized and disrespected community. Another Dalit writer, Puhal, 

exceptionally employs a non-diglossic colloquial language throughout his stories. 

I relate his seemingly radically innovative use of language to the traditional 

aspects of his writing. 
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