
Abstract 

 

Despite not being a federation Spain is deeply decentralized country. The present-day system of 

political and territorial organization was outlined during the process of transition to democracy, 

which took place between 1975 and 1982. The so-called State of Autonomies was based on consensus 

and will to find a general agreement among the main political actors. Hence, to some extent, it has an 

ambivalent nature and nowadays is short of full acceptance and finality. This fact alongside the age-

old heterogeneity of Spanish population results in a cleavage mirrored in the different views on 

desirable power and territorial configuration of the country. Today, Spain is divided into seventeen 

autonomous communities. These units are endowed with both executive and legislative functions and 

they constitute distinctive political arenas. In some of them the political competition resembles that of 

the national level. Nevertheless, in the majority of the communities the regional political parties have 

got an important, sometimes even pivotal role. Right these actors of regional politics are in the focus 

of this research. In its scope we defined two aims. Firstly, we want to find out what attitudes the 

regional political parties take towards the autonomous state and its nature, and, respectively, if and to 

what extent they identify themselves with it. Consecutively, we ask what status they demand for their 

mother community. We are also interested in the stability of their positions. Parties’ platforms and 

other similar documents are the primary source of data. Secondly, we proceed to compare the parties 

on the basis of their views. Our findings enable us to make two typologies, which should help us to 

comprehend the parties’ profiles as far as their perception of Spain as the autonomous state is 

concerned. 

 


