Abstract

The thesis covers the main points of L2 acquisition with the main focus on L2 perception and
production. The relevant theories concerning acquisition of L2 phonology were outlined and some
important points stressed, namely, the role of L1 phonology on L2 perception and subsequently
production. The subjects of final stop devoicing and pre-fortis shortening were mentioned with
relation to Czech speakers of English. In the practical part, the thesis provides an account of a
perceptual experiment that focused on the perception of word-final /t/ and /d/ phonemes of English
by Czech students of English phonetics. It was found that Czech students are susceptible to their L1
phonology in distinguishing the voicing contrast word-finally. No significant overall correlation was
found between the knowledge of pre-fortis shortening and the performance in a subsequent
perceptual test.
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