
Abstract 

 

This thesis deals with cultural image of Jan Palach. It focuses especially on symbols and 

myths contributing to construction of this image. The main emphasis is given on the concept 

of sacrifice – the study analyzes comparisons of Jan Palach to archetypes of Jesus Christ and 

young martyrs. In the second part author analyzes national dimension of Palach's cultural 

image. She deals with comparison of Palach to Jan Hus and analyzes Palach's funeral as a part 

of tradition of Czech public funerals – quiet national demonstrations. The methodology of the 

study is discourse analysis, which is applied not only on texts (fiction and nonfiction), but 

also on photographic and film footage. 

 


