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In the examined thesis the student attempted to address several principal issues of Jane 

Austen's novels, such as her structuring the dramatic conflicts between characters or 

presenting conditions which determine the microcosm of the author's work. The way the 

student deals with these questions can at many places be regarded as successful, if not 

downright insightful. This is especially true about her reading of Mansfield Park (as she 

herself admits) not as a love story but more as a novel about family values. What I appreciate 

most is the student's ability to see the six novels of the Jane Austen canon as conceptually 

very different texts and to argue convincingly for the reasons of this fact. 

On the other hand, objections can be made concerning the conception of the student's thesis: 

to use three different approaches (i.e. the Dramatica theory for the structure of conflicts, Ian 

Watt's analysis of Richardson for the structure of courtship and an analysis of communicative 

strategies in connection with the three major themes of money, position and language 

strategies) results in the lack of congruence, especially so when more than one text are 

discussed. To apply e.g. the Dramatica would be enough for the whole thesis because a more 

detailed analysis of characters' relations in the most critical parts of the novels (such as the 

role of acting in Mansfield Park and its relation to the motif of grave “authenticity” and 

“authority”) would help the student distinguish between the texts even more convincingly. I'm 

afraid this is all due to the conditions under which the thesis was written: after many false 

starts it was completed during a relatively short and inconvenient time of July and August, 

just a few weeks before submission. 

Last but not least: regretfully, the reader quite often comes across uncorrected errors, mostly 

typos, as on p. 14: “His actions reveal his goodness, propriety a responsibility: he takes care 

of Miss and Mrs bates, and he saves Harriet from fate worth [= worse] than death.” One 

careful re-reading would have eliminated these unnecessary flaws since they by no means 

evidence the student's insufficient command of English. 

Due to these reservations I recommend the thesis for the defence with the grade of very good 

(velmi dobrá). The presented insights into the world of Jane Austen are valuable but in my 

opinion they should be presented in a more coherent and clear way. 
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