
Abstract

The gothic novel, albeit not considered high literature, counts among the most 

distinctive literary genres. The literary form was at its prime in late 18th century, although its 

days of glory have past elements of the Gothic can be found even in contemporary literature. 

Over the centuries, several sub-genres of the gothic novel have developed, including Southern 

Ontario Gothic. This branch of the Gothic is characterized by criticism of social attitudes 

towards race, politics, gender and religion specific for that region, in combination with 

elements of the supernatural, magic realism and satire. Robertson Davies, whose novels 

belong to the most significant works of Southern Ontario Gothic, is considered to be a 

Canadian literature classic. The aim of this paper is to compare the elements of a classical 

gothic novel with the elements of Southern Ontario Gothic in Robertson Davies´ TheDeptford 

Trilogy.  

The initial chapter covers the theoretical background to the problematic of the Gothic 

and defines the commonly used terminology. The term “gothic“ is used in many contexts and 

fields, and therefore can carry various meanings. The chapter also introduces Southern 

Ontario Gothic as an acknowledged sub-genre.

In the second chapter, some common themes that occur in Canadian culture are 

introduced. Colonization, identity, wilderness and home are issues related to the Canadian 

past and are generally present in Canada´s literature. These themes can relate to other regions 

of the country, therefore they are associated with Canadian gothic in general, and not only 

with the Southern Ontario branch. The themes are somewhat gloomy in nature, hence it is not 

uncommon for authors to analyze them in one of the gothic discourses. A short section is also 

devoted to the writer of the novels, Robertson Davies.

In the following chapter the features of Southern Ontario Gothic and Gothic literature 

are explored based on Davies´ novels Fifth Business (1970), The Manticore (1972), and World 

of Wonders (1975). The gothic elements are divided according to the main characters of 

Dunstable Ramsey, Mary Dempster, and Paul Dempster. Each of these characters  is based on 

a Carl Gustav Jung archetype, influencing its nature. As a result, the gothic elements 

presented differ character to character.

In the final chapter the elements of identity, setting, characters, the sublime, 

supernatural, guilt, grotesqueand small-town, which were previously discussed in relation to 

the Davies novels, are compared as to their treatement in the gothic and Canadian gothic 

context.


