
ABSTRACT 

 

Legal instruments of protection of diplomatic missions and representatives 

 

This diploma thesis thematically deals with public international law, namely with the 

law of diplomatic and consular relations focusing on the legal instruments of the protection of 

diplomatic missions and representations. It aims to analyze selected international legal 

instruments and to evaluate the effectiveness of protection provided by them. 

The first chapter deals with the right of a sovereign state to establish diplomatic 

relations, i. e. ius legationis. Briefly mentioned are attempts to unofficial codification of the 

law of diplomatic and consular relations, which preceeded the official codification of  the 

Vienna Convention, which are developed by the International Law Commission. The bulk of 

the chapter is devoted to the process of creation and adoption of both the Vienna Conventions. 

In the second chapter are analyzed those provisions of Vienna conventions, which 

provide preventative protection to diplomatic agents and consular officers as well as to 

premises of diplomatic missions and representatives. These provisions govern legal institut od 

diplomatic inviolability and also the special duty to protect diplomatic misssions and 

representatives provided by the receiving State. 

The third chapter focuses on selected  legal instruments of subsequent protection, 

under which are criminalized acts defined in the Convention, respectivelly acts defined by the 

Convention committed against a specific category of persons. Apart from international 

multilateral conventions, in this chapter I also include a reporting mechanism of  Contracting 

States based on the Resolution No. 35/168 Consideration of effective measure to enhance the 

protection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular mission and representatives. 

The fourth chapter is devoted to the institute of State Responsibility for Internationally 

Wrongful Acts in relation to a breach of international obligations taken to protect the 

diplomatic missions and representatives as well as the draft codification of rules of liability 

created by ILC. Attention is also paid to the crucial decision in case of State liability for 

breach of international legal obligation to protect diplomatic missions and representatives, 

which is the Case of US Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran. 

The fifth chapter evaluates the effectiveness of various legal instruments described in 

previous chapters. 

 


