
Summary 

This thesis deals with the prohibition of torture in international law. The 

prohibition of torture is considered one of the fundamental values of democratic states, 

it is an absolute right and a part of customary international law and such a rule of 

conduct from which we can under no circumstances deviate. 

Although it might seem that this topic is not too current, the opposite is true. The 

violation of the prohibition of torture is almost worldwide. The inspiration and impetus 

to select this topic for me was the situation about the U.S. war against terror and torture 

of prisoners at U.S. military bases. 

The work is divided into two blocks. The first part is a theoretical question, which 

aims to define the very concept of torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading 

treatment and punishment and their relationship and to map the universal and particular 

international mechanisms in which the prohibition of torture is established. In this 

respect, the important document is the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which is the only universal document 

that provides a precise definition of torture. The aim of the first part was also to describe 

how the control mechanisms checked in compliance with the prohibition of torture in 

the world. 

The second part focuses on the work of the United States and cases of torture in 

prisons Bagram, Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo. Analyzed is also the phenomenon of so-

called ticking bomb scenario, which as a psychological experiment aims to crack the 

belief in the absolute prohibition of torture. 

Due to the chosen theme the majority of the literature consists of foreign source, 

whether it is the work of foreign authors, case law and the basic sources of law in this 

area. 

The thesis confirms that the prohibition of torture has a strong position under the 

international law, although there may be situations that may raise doubts about the 

correctness of the position of absolute prohibition It is not the solution to take the law 

into own hands, as it happened in case of war against terror. In my opinion, it is not 

realistic to set up a system that would violate the prohibition against torture 



absoluteness and also work effectively. In fact, the position of the prohibition against 

torture as an international custom and an irrevocable law doesn’t allow this option. 
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