
Abstract  

Green space is an essential part of the city urbanism. Research dedicated to development of 

the greenery and emergence of the first public parks contributes substantially to the 

understanding of urban issues and urban history. Green space has an aesthetic function, but is 

also a socially stratified space. Every city has its own unique greenery. It is not different in the 

case of Prague, whose dominant - Prague Castle creates unique linking of urban and green 

with Petřín and Malá Strana. The thesis "Green spaces in the city, their development and 

transformation on the example of Prague in the 19
th

 and 20
th

 century” aims to bring the 

historical development of Prague's greenery, especially the creation of public green space and 

point out the fact that people commonly accepted phenomenon of public parks was not always 

a matter of course. Development of green space, the struggle for its development and rescue, 

employed clubs, societies and individuals and has become one of the priorities for urban 

policy. Mainly the contemporary guides were used as a source for this work and for 

describing the emergence of the first public parks in the 19
th

 century and the transformation of 

types of urban green areas. Other sources featured professional literature, contemporary book-

published titles, memoirs, maps, paintings, historical postcards, administrative reports and 

statistical handbooks issued by the city municipality. The work was inspired by the book "The 

European City and Green Space" by an international team of authors led by Peter Clarke, 

dedicated to the green space in cities of northern Europe.  

In ten chapters, it discussed the development of greenery in Prague with an emphasis 

on the 19
th

 and 20
th

 century. Prague historical guides were compared, in order to show 

transformation of Prague greenery and its presentation to the public. Study of memoir and 

historical literature has helped to create the perception of contemporary ideas about greenery. 

Professional literature and official reports of urban community served as a source of 

knowledge about the institutionalization of urban parks. City district Královské Vinohrady 

was selected in the work as a type of modern suburb, which together with the infrastructure 

and residential areas, paid great attention to building public parks. 

 

 


