
This thesis called State Secrecy vs. Freedom of Information – Bradley Manning’s case
in historical context compares the case of Bradley Manning, alleged source of leaks in
recent Wikileaks affair with the precedential case of Daniel Ellsberg that took place in the
beginning of the 1970s. Ellsberg provided the New York Times with a copy of a “Top Secret
– Sensitive” report on the evolvement of US foreign policy towards the Indochina region
after the WWII. The thesis argues that even though both cases differ, in particular, in their
execution, the governmental conduct with respect to both sources of leaks was inadequate
and a mistrial might be declared in Manning’s case as in was during the prosecution of Daniel
Ellsberg. The thesis also argues that if the trial is to be held during the Manning’s case, there
are some solid arguments in favour of the defence.


